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Message from the Presdent- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Dear Hiends,

Welcome to April! 1 am writing this from the U.S but I'm hoping that spring has finally
come to Paris. April ismy favorite time in Paris. Just before Easter, it ssemsthe City goes
all out to decorate itself in springtime glory. The whole city reminds me of Easter Bonnets
on parade! Howersare planted everywhere, the fountainsare turned on again, and lilacs
begin to bloom and scent the air with that wonderful fragrance! |love Parisall yearlong,
but lespecially love it in the springtime.

This year, of course, April is the month of Easter. Whatever your family’s Easter
traditions, | hope you are able to enjoy them in peace with your family and friends. If you
are seeking Easter servicesto attend, know that you will be welcomed at the American
Church where you'll find pre-Easter services every evening between Palm Sunday and
Easter SJunday. On Easter Sunday, April 16, there will be a sunrise service on the quai in
front of the church, and two special services, with a breakfast in between. You can get
allthe detailsand specificsat the church webste, www.acparis.org.

Be sure to save the date — May 18 —for the WOAC’s annual Srawberry Tea. Thisis a
time when we get out our spring dresses, possibly our Easter Bonnets, or spring hats, and
gather for a lovely Tea in the Pastor's Apartment. Good food and good friends make for
a good time, including a light musical program that | know you’'ll enjoy. Tickets for this
event will be on sale soon through the coffee groups, and at the church reception. |
hope you'llbe able to join us.

Wishing you springtime happinessin Paris,
Fran Rhodes, President

Newsletter Editor Changes
We are sad to announce that our WOAC newsletter editor, George Shuttic, will be leaving
us soontoreturntothe States. The April issue will be George’s final newsletter. Please
join me in wishing George & his wife success and happiness in their new endeavor! We
thank you, George, for the support you've given woac over the years, in many areas. You
will be truly missed!

But there is good news — Louise Belanger has agreed to join our board as newsletter
editor starting in May. Louise is Canadian, and currently living in Paris with her family.
She is a member of the ACP, and sings in the choir. We welcome her to our newsletter
family and look forward to her participation inthe woac.




HOW DO | MEET PEOPLE??
The WOAC offersyou support, encouragement and friendship
through the monthly coffees!

COHEE GROUPS are informal monthly neighborhood “get-togethers’ and are a great way to
meet new people; share practical information and ideas; learn of upcoming WOAC events,
and getinvolved in your new community. There are five Coffee Groupscovering Parisand the
Western Suburbs. You are welcome to attend any or all of the groups. Please join usfor coffee
and friendship in April at the following locations, or contact the group leaders for information.
Finger snacks to share are most appreciated at all group coffees. Childcare is, unfortunately,
not available at these monthly get-togethers.

***April Coffees***

Parisl: 8th, 16th, 17th arrondissements, Boulogne Billancourt
Contact: woac_parisli@woac.net

Parisll: All other arrondissementsand any southeast or southern suburbs
Contact: woac _parisi@woac.net
DATE Thursday, April27 TIME 10am to 12 noon
PLACE ChezDawn Fall, 2 avenue Emile Pouvillon; 5th Hoor, Left, 75007
metro ecole millitaire #8, bus# 42, 87,80,82,28
Please bring fingerfood for four
IMPORTANT!! PLEASERSVP FORDOORCODETO linngsia@hotmail.com orpgl paris@yahoo.com

Neuilly The Neuilly area and surrounding suburbs
Contact: woac_neuilly@woac.net

Western Suburbs: Allwestern suburbsexcept Neuilly
Contact: woac_coffeecoordinator@woac.net

Evening Group: Forpeople who work—meetsevenings
Contact: woac_evening@woac.net

March Group Coffee Gathering

On the heels of a successful, post
Bloom “partners’ evening last fall,
another was held in March at the
home of coffee coordinator, Misun
Lu. Partnerswere invited to join our
coffee groups members for an
evening of fun, food, and getting
acquainted. Thisone combined all
5 coffee groups for a festive
occason. We thank Misun and her

husband, Jeff, forinviting usinto theirlovely Parisen home. Asseen by the picture of
smiling faces, the evening wasa great success

- unique in-depth programsof vistsand lectures
exploring art and culture. Impressionsof Impressonism, April 6-9; Walking in the
Footstepsof Napoleon, June 22-25; The Fench Renaissance Experience, Sept. 21-24.
Contactwww.wice-paris.org or 01 45 66 75 50



Where can | find inf ormation about
WOAC Events and Paris?

ACPWelcome Table - - ------------------

The Welcome Table isa source of information available on Sunday mornings
afterthe 11:00am service at the American Church in Paris. Here you will find
information regarding activitiesof the American Church, cultural eventsin Paris,
shopping, the metro system, and much more!

We are alwayslooking forvolunteersto help man thistable. If you can spare
about 1 houron Sundaysafterchurch to help out, please contact Charlie

Pineda, Welcome Table Coordinatorat woac _welcometable@woac.net

How to Obtain the WOAC Newdetter- - - - - - - - - - - -

To keep you informed of what ishappening within the WOAC, we produce ten
monthly newdetters. There are two waysto obtain the WOAC Newsdletter:

1. Online —go to www.woac.net/newdetterand click on “Subscribe”.

2. Via regular mail - Give 10 prestamped, preaddressed envelopesto yourlocal
coffee co-chair.

Say updated with the latest WOAC Information by referencing the website at
www.woac.net

Spiritual Spotlight - - ---- - ----- o m oo

Inthebook, theDaVind Godg Mary Magdaeneis s asan unadknowledged oantral figurein Chrigtianity dueto her
gpada rdationshipto Jesus(l wan't gveaway theend by tdling you details). What authar Dan Brown failstomantion o
evandludetoisthered reeson Mary of Magdalaisindesd akey figurein theChridian faith: deisthefirgd witnesstothe
reurretion. | ntheacoount gvenin John'sGogpd, it even searsthat Jeuswaitsfar thendledisiplestoleavebedfarehe
revedlshinsdf —toMary Magddlene  Although ther acoountsdiffer somawhet, al four Gogpdsagreethat hewasat the
epty torband thefirg withesstotheresurredion

TheChrigian dhurch hasnat forgatten theirportancedt Mary Magdaene (wel, perhapstheWesten durch did far
awhile. TheEagern Orthodox church named her “theapodtietotheapodties” Apodtles you s mean “onesant out” —
apotlesaresat aut totdl thenews Thedhurch haslong agread that Mary Magdalenewasthefirg such witness (even if
nat recognized assuch by thenmdledisaples) — fdlowed by theather women, sarenamed and somenat named.

| findit fasdnatingthat women arethefird witnessssat theempty tarb. Aaordingtothelawsd that timewomen could
nat belegal witnessss Legal proof hadtoconefram2 ar 3men. e God favared women to betheaneswho saw and
carriadthegay o thisagoundingevent. Women werethere and often thar rdeisfargatten or underplayed. Somearenat
even named. Parhapsthey arechosn asthefirg witness becausethey Sayed with Jesusthrough hisdesth. Having shared
hispain, they could sharehisjoy. Andwithaut them God'splan would nat havegonefarward asquidkly. God freouanttly
warksthrough theless povaful of sodety, women and men.

Thisisagood reminder toeach of usthat our wark isinmpartant. Whether thiswark isrararbered or nat, whether our

namssareliged or nat, thewarld nesdseach oned us. Each oneaninrpartant link in thechain of hgpeand joy that God
weavesinthiswarld. May thisseason of Passover and Eagte bea gpadal oned new lifefor you all.

Dr. Tina Blair ACP Associate Pastor

THE CHRSTAN VIONEIN SRR JOURNEY SERES  sudy and giritud eridment serinarsfa Wanen unde thediretion
Dr. QridineBar. Srinarstakedaea theGurdy 66 Qe DO'sy.

Next Seminar: May 6 — Thurber Room, 2" Floor




GetInvolved and Learn Some History - - - - - - - - - - -

The sanctuary of the American Church in Paris will now be open to visitors on Thursday after noons 2:00-
4:00 pm. Hosts (whom we call "docents") are needed to work from a maximum of 2 hours per week to a
minimum of 2 hours per month. Brochures for self-directed tours of the sanctuary have been prepared.
Docents need to be present to welcome visitors and answer questions. For more information please contact
Alice Gardiner at 01.42.27.74.82.

Fiday Misson Lunch:- - = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - -

Every Friday at the American Catherdral, lunch is served for some 60 homeless men and women in Paris.
The American Church sponsors and organizes this lunch every third Friday of the month. If you want to do
some outreach and serve your community, please join us at te Cathedral form 10:30 am— 1:30 pm. For more
information, contact Kristie: kristieworrel @hotmail.com or at 01.30.65.82.66.

ACPlay leadersNeeded - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The ACP isinvolved with many non—profit organizations from homeless shelters to counseling AIDS victims.

We are looking for lay leaders to become the contact between the church and the mission/organization in
order for usto understand their individual needs and respond better as a church. If you areinterested in
learning more about the organizations we support and the role and responsibilities of aLay Leader please call
01 40 62 05 00.

Health Network International SeeksVolunteers--------------
Do you have a BIG empty space on your CV/resume? Health Network International needs volunteers! As
you may know, we are a non-profit English speaking network of health professional's (both working and
unemployed) herein Paris. It isagreat group of people, and we organize severa interesting programs: health
seminars, CPR/First Aid classes, networking social events and more. We are currently looking for:

*** Seminar Program Director - scheduling of our monthly seminars, room & equipment reservation,
coordinating honorariums

***Pyblicity Director - publicizes events & membership

***Secretary - handling email account, mailings, printing

***President - overall functioning of organization, newsletter production

Some of the help we need doesn't even involve leaving the home. The amount of time you can helpis
COMPLETELY flexible. If you are interested, please contact us at healthnetinternationa @hotmail.com.

WOAC Volunteer Needs - - - - - = = = = = = = - - - - - .

To volunteer for any of the following positions, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Patti Bravard at
woac_volunteer@woac.net.

Information Center Coordinator - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The Information Center is currently closed and is under going are-organization. We are searching for
someone to take on aleadership role for thisimportant service. Responsibilities will include supervision of
volunteer workers, scheduling, ensuring that workers have undergone adequate training, and general
coordination of Center activities. Please contact Fran Rhodes at woac_president@woac.net to discuss further
details. This position will be extremely rewarding and fulfilling, and once organized will require
approximately 6 to 10 hours per month.

Coffee Group leaders. - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -
The Paris 1 group is looking for one or two persons to add to their team. The Western Suburbs currently has
no leader, and would need two or three people to handle coordination of this group. If you areinterested in
participating as a coffee group leader, please contact the Coffee Group Coordinator, Misun Lu, at
woac_coffeecoordinator@woac.net.

Secial BventsCoordinator: - - - - = = - = = - - -- - - - -~ -

This WOAC Board position is responsible for coordinating and overseeing the annual special events like the
two salad luncheons and the two teas. (Bloom and Art Fair are not included). The Special Events
Coordinator is aso responsible for publicizing WOAC events through the newsletter, the church bulletin and

various community organizations.

Bloom Co-Directorsfor October06: - - - - - - - - - - - -

The WOAC is seeking Directors for October Bloom. Thisis an exciting opportunity to share your talents
and get involved in aworthwhile service to the community. The Co-Directors are responsible for organizing
committees and volunteers to execute the 2-day seminar for English speaking newcomers. Thisyear’s Bloom
dates are October 3 and 10. Contact Fran Rhodes at woac_president@woac.net

Bloom Social Group Leaders - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - --
.Bloom Social Groups are established for people with similar interests and life situations. Groups
include: Empty Nesters, Forever in France, and The Y oung Crowd. The Group Leaders schedule
meeting time and place, communicate with the group about meetings, and respond to inquiries
about the group.  The position does not require hosting the meetings. Contact Patti Bravard at
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American Women'sGroup - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The American Women's Group in Paris (AWG) isa non-profit social, cultural and educational organization. For over

50 years, AWG hasprovided social and cultural eventsfor English speaking women to experience and appreciate A
the many wonderful things Fance hasto offer while making friendsand having fun. For more information,

telephone: 01.42.73.36.74 or E-mail: awgparis@wanadoo.fr Website: www.awgparisorg.

SOSHelp Crisisline - - - - - - - = = - = = - - - - - - - - - - - - - N
Feeling lonely ordepressed? Callthe SOSHelp CrissLline at 01.46.21.46.46. SOSHelp wasfounded in 1974,_and
hasbeen serving the international community in France for 30 years. The service isnon-denominational, non-

political, non-profit and non-interventionist. The aim isto provide compassionate, anonymous, N

confidential listening to the lonely and depressed. For more information, please consult the web site

www.soshelpline.org.

The Council of the English-Speaking Community (CESC) wasestablished in 1981 to enable the variouseducational,
cultural and services-oriented Anglophone groupsin the Parisarea to get to know one another better. The CESC's

main purposesare: To serve asa focal point forgroupsand individualsinterested in knowing more about what is U
happening in the English-speaking community; To foster the sharing of information and ideas, and to provide a
framework for networking among itsvariousmember groups; To present programswhich are of interest to CESC
memberassociationsand contribute to the general welfare of the English-speaking community in the Parisregion. N
NEXTMEETING: June 19, at 10:00 am at the American Church in Paris,room G7

Toastmastersin Paris - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Want to improve your confidence in speaking in groups, friends, family? Come to Toastmasters 75! NEXT MEETING: C
of the yearisThursday April 20 @7:00pm. For more information call George 01.45.74.32.48

American Churchin Paris- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Many activitiesfor the entire family including Bible Sudies, Music, Youth & Young Adult activities, Multi-cultural E
Couples, and more! Seethe church webste, www.acparis.org for more information and details. Orphone

01.40.62.05.0

CancerSupport Group in English - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - M
The Junior Service League of Parisand AAWE sponsora support group to provide a space forcancer patientsto

share theirexperience and feelingsaround cancer. Cancercan be a frightening, sometimesdevastating

experience. Cancer patientsoften say theirlife and outlook are irevocably changed by theirillness. By sharing, E

feelingsofisolation can be reduced, fearsexpressed and realistically managed, and coping strategiesexplored.
The group itself isa network for relevant information and services. It providesa safe space and caring environment
in which support can be given and received, and quality of life enhanced.

WOAC Annual Strawberry Tea T
The annual Strawberry Tea will be held on Thursday May 18, at 2:00 pm in the Senior
Pastor’s apartment at the church. Thisis our last event of the social year and we'll have a S

delightful af ternoon tea, a musical program, and plenty of time for chatting and visiting
with friends. Tickets will be on sale soon for 10 ¥each and may be purchased t hr ough
cof f ee groups, at the Welcome Table on Sundays, or at church reception.

WOAC BLOOM SOCIAL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

Are you looking for placesto get connected with people of smilar interests? Interested in starting a group?
Bloom Social Groupswere established a few yearsago forjust that purpose -to help people stay connected with
otherswho share their stuation orinterest. One of the priorities of Boom Where Your Planted isto help you Bloom
here in Fance. That means meeting people, connecting, sharing interests, problems, helpful tidbits. With this
years Blooms behind wus, we are seeing more requests for different kinds of groups.

Currently, the Social Group statusis.

-Foreverin France: Active and doing well!

-Empty Nesters: Getting going again, with 2 new co-coordinators!

-The Younger Crowd: No coordinator at thistime. Looking for 2 people to eitherco-coordinate, or 1 coordinator.
-Familiesin Fance: hasdishanded. Do we need it separated more? (see below)

There hasalso been interest in the possbility of starting other groups. We willbe more than wiling to get people
together fortheirinterests. Just let us know who you are, yourinterest, and your coordinates!!

We have people waiting to start groupsfor:

1) Walking 3) Parentswith Young Children

2) Parentsof Teenagers (POTs) 4) Sngles, 30 and over

What do you, our WOAC members want to see regarding Sociall pecial Interest Groups? Please e-mail your
ideasto the Social GroupsCoordinator, Patti Bravard, at woac_socialgroups@woac.net. Also contact Pattito join
any of the existing groups. She will give you information on meeting datesand contact details.




|
Bloom Where You're Planted
News and Volunteer Needs

& Bloom While You Work
(October 14, 2006)

Bloom Where You're Pant ed

(October 3 & 10, 2006)
Annual Orientation Program for English speakers of all Nationalities & af filiations

Join the Bloom Team - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Did you love Bloom? Did it change your life? Join the Bloom Team and help welcome the next group of
newcomers to Paris. Planning for the next Bloom will start soon. Have fun and make friends! Make a difference
in someone’s life! There are many positions to choose from! For further information contact

woac_bloom@woac.net.

Bloom Co-Directors, October, 2006 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A great place to put your leadership skills to work! The Nominating Committee is seeking a Co-Directors for the
2006 Blooms. This is a great place to let your leadership skills "bloom"! And it's not as hard as you think - we've
been doing this a long time, and we've got it down. If you're interested, please contact the Bloom Policy
Committee through Ingrid Wills at woac_vicepresident@woac.net

Bloom Book Erata Page - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Keep your Bloom Book up to date! You will find the errata webpage on the WOAC
website at http://www.woac.net/bloom/bloombook-errors.shtml. Logon to find the latest
information.

Don’'t Have a Bloom Book Yet? They are on sale everyday at the church
reception office, or you can down load an order form on the website and mail it with
payment. Books can be mailed to you anywhere in the world www.woac.net

|
Ruth Kennedy Memorial Scholarships

The Ruth Kennedy Memorial fund was established in 2003, the year that Ruth left this world. In
honor of Ruth’s dedicated service to the WOAC and the American Church, the WOAC Board
voted, in 2005 to make thisa continuousfund and allocate it to scholarshipsfor youth and young
adults of the ACP to attend and participate in activities that otherwise might be cost prohibitive.
Recently, the fundswere used to send three young people to a Young Adult Retreat in Normandy.
Here are the thank you lettersthat were received. Ruth’smemory iswell honored!

Dear WOAC,

Through the Ruth Kennedy
Memorial fund, lwasable to
attend a youth retreat in Houlgate,
Normandie. Frdly, lwould like to
expressmy appreciation for
supplying the money. Thank you so
much for gracioudy giving and for
showing such generosity.
Secondly, the retreat allowed ACP
and . Michael'sto develop a
strong bond, and saw many young
people deepening their
relationship with the Lord, including
me!!l The diversty of nationspresent
at the retreat wasrefreshing and
lotsof time wasspent talking of
originsand getting to know one-
another. Thank you again!

Dear WOAC,

Just wanted to take a moment to thank you for contributing to
the youth retreat. | certainly wouldn’t have gone had the funds
not been there. The most important part of the trip wasactually
the last day when lunderstood how much communion with
other Chrisiansmeansto me. It hasbeen too long since | last
spent the week-end with Christiansl Once again, | thank all of
you.

Dear WOAC,

Many thanksforyour support that helped me to go to the Young
AdultsRetreat at Houlgate. Actually, | enjoyed that trip. By
night and by day, during the sunrise or the sunset, | could only
say to myself that it'sbeautifuland can’t deny that all things
were created by a Higher Power, God. And Ithank you
because you gave me the opportunity to make a step towards
God, live 48 hourswith other Christiansfrom around the world,
learn more of the word of God, and the most important thing —it
encouraged me to fulfil my dream with God. And finally, |
thank God because he provided me thistrip that | couldn’t
afford by myself, by sending your generoushelp.




