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Message from the President - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Dear Friends,
Welc ome to April! I am writing this from the U.S. but I’m hop ing tha t spring has fina lly

c ome to Paris. April is my favorite time in Paris. Just before Easter, it seems the City goes
a ll out to dec ora te itself in sp ring time glory. The whole c ity reminds me of Easter Bonnets
on parade! Flowers a re p lanted everywhere, the founta ins are turned on aga in, and lilac s
begin to b loom and sc ent the a ir with tha t wonderful fragranc e! I love Paris a ll yea r long,
but I espec ia lly love it in the spring time.

This year, of c ourse, April is the month of Easter. Wha tever your family’ s Easter
trad itions, I hope you are ab le to enjoy them in peac e with your family and friends. If you
are seeking Easter servic es to a ttend , know tha t you will be welc omed a t the Americ an
Churc h where you’ ll find p re-Easter servic es every evening between Pa lm Sunday and
Easter Sunday. On Easter Sunday, April 16, there will be a sunrise servic e on the qua i in
front of the c hurc h, and two spec ia l servic es, with a breakfast in between. You c an get
a ll the de ta ils and spec ific s a t the c hurc h website, www.ac paris.org.

Be sure to save the da te – May 18 – for the WOAC’s annua l Strawberry Tea . This is a
time when we get out our sp ring dresses, possib ly our Easter Bonnets, or spring ha ts, and
ga ther for a lovely Tea in the Pastor’s Apartment. Good food and good friends make for
a good time, inc lud ing a light music a l p rogram tha t I know you’ ll enjoy. Tic kets for this
event will be on sa le soon through the c offee groups, a nd a t the c hurc h rec ep tion. I
hope you’ ll be ab le to join us.

Wishing you spring time happ iness in Paris,
Fran Rhodes, President

Newslet t er Edit or Changes
We ar e sad t o announce t hat our WOAC newslet t er edit or , Geor ge Shut t ic, will be leaving

us soon t o r et ur n t o t he St at es. The Apr il issue will be Geor ge’s f inal newslet t er . Please
j oin me in wishing Geor ge & his wif e success and happiness in t heir new endeavor ! We
t hank you, Geor ge, f or t he suppor t you’ve given woac over t he year s, in many ar eas. You

will be t r uly missed!

But t her e is good news – Louise Belanger has agr eed t o j oin our boar d as newslet t er

edit or st ar t ing in May. Louise is Canadian, and cur r ent ly living in Par is wit h her f amily.
She is a member of t he ACP, and sings in t he choir . We welcome her t o our newslet t er
f amily and look f or war d t o her par t icipat ion in t he woac.
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HOW DO I MEETPEOPLE??
The WOAC offers you support, enc ouragement and friendship

through the monthly coffees!
COFFEE GROUPS are informa l monthly neighborhood “ get-togethers” and are a grea t way to
meet new peop le; sha re p rac tic a l information and ideas; learn of upc oming WOAC events;
and get involved in your new c ommunity. There are five Coffee Groups c overing Paris and the
Western Suburbs. You are welc ome to a ttend any or a ll of the groups. Please join us for c offee
and friendship in April a t the following loc a tions, or c ontac t the group leaders for information.
Finger snac ks to share are most apprec iated at a ll group coffees. Childc are is, unfortunately,
not ava ilab le a t these monthly get-togethers.

***April Coffees***

Paris I: 8th, 16th, 17th a rrond issements, Boulogne Billanc ourt
Contac t: woac _paris1@woac .net

Paris II: All other arrond issements and any southeast or southern suburbs
Contac t: woac _paris1@woac .net
DATE: Thursday, April 27 TIME: 10 am to 12 noon
PLACE: Chez Dawn Fall, 2 avenue Emile Pouvillon; 5th Floor, Left, 75007

metro ec ole millita ire # 8, bus# 42, 87,80,82,28
Please bring finger food for four
IMPORTANT!!! PLEASE RSVP FOR DOOR CODE TO linngsia@hotma il.c om or pg l_pa ris@yahoo.c om

Neuilly The Neuilly a rea and surround ing suburbs
Contac t: woac _neuilly@woac .net

Western Suburbs: All western suburbs exc ep t Neuilly
Contac t: woac _c offeec oord ina tor@woac .net

Evening Group : For peop le who work – meets evenings
Contac t: woac _evening@woac .net

Marc h Group Coffee Gathering

WICEDISCOVERY WEEKENDS- unique in-dep th p rograms of visits and lec tures
exp loring a rt and c ulture. Impressions of Impressionism, April 6-9; Wa lking in the

Footsteps of Nap oleon, June 22-25; The Frenc h Rena issanc e Experienc e, Sep t. 21-24.
Contac t www.wic e-pa ris.org or 01 45 66 75 50

On the heels of a suc c essful, post
Bloom “ partners” evening last fa ll,
another was held in Marc h a t the
home of c offee c oord ina tor, Misun
Lu. Partners were invited to join our
c offee groups members for an
evening of fun, food , and getting
ac qua inted . This one c ombined a ll
5 c offee groups for a festive
oc c asion. We thank Misun and her

husband , Jeff, for inviting us into their lovely Parisien home. As seen by the p ic ture of
smiling fac es, the evening was a grea t suc c ess!
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? ? Wher e can I f ind inf or mat ion about
WOAC Event s and Par is? ? ? ARE

ACP Welc ome Tab le - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Welc ome Tab le is a sourc e of informa tion ava ilab le on Sunday mornings
a fter the 11:00am servic e a t the Americ an Churc h in Paris. Here you will find
informa tion rega rd ing ac tivities of the Americ an Churc h, c ultura l events in Paris,
shopp ing , the metro system, and muc h more!

We are a lways looking for volunteers to help man this tab le. If you c an spa re
about 1 hour on Sunda ys a fter c hurc h to help out, p lease c ontac t Charlie
Pineda , Welc ome Tab le Coord ina tor a t woac _welc ometab le@woac .net

YOU
NEW
TO

PARI S?

How to Obta in the WOAC Newsle tter - - - - - - - - - - - -
To keep you informed of what is happening within the WOAC, we prod uc e ten
monthly newsletters. There a re two ways to ob ta in the WOAC Newsletter:
1. Online – go to www.woac .net/ newsletter and c lic k on “ Subsc ribe” .
2. Via regula r ma il - Give 10 prestamped , p readdressed envelopes to your loc a l
c offee c o-c ha ir.
Stay upda ted with the la test WOAC Informa tion by referenc ing the website a t
www.woac .net

Spiritual Spotlight - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

In thebook, theDaVinci Code, MaryMagdaleneisseenasanunacknowledgedcentral figureinChristianityduetoher
special relationshiptoJesus(I won’t giveawaytheendbytellingyoudetails). What author DanBrownfailstomentionor
evenalludetoisthereal reasonMaryof Magdalaisindeedakey figurein theChristian faith: sheisthefirst witnesstothe
resurrection. In theaccount given inJohn’sGospel, it evenseemsthat Jesuswaitsfor themaledisciplestoleavebeforehe
revealshimself – toMaryMagdalene. Althoughtheir accountsdiffer somewhat, all four Gospelsagreethat shewasat the
empty tombandthefirst witnesstotheresurrection

TheChristianchurchhasnot forgotten theimportanceof MaryMagdalene(well, perhapstheWesternchurchdidfor
awhile). TheEasternOrthodox churchnamedher “theapostletotheapostles.” Apostles, yousee, mean“onesent out” –
apostlesaresent out totell thenews. Thechurchhaslongagreedthat MaryMagdalenewasthefirst suchwitness(even if
not recognizedassuchbythemaledisciples)– followedbytheother women, somenamedandsomenot named.

I findit fascinatingthat womenarethefirst witnessesat theempty tomb. Accordingtothelawsof that timewomencould
not belegal witnesses. Legal proof hadtocomefrom2or 3men. Yet Godfavoredwomentobetheoneswhosaw and
carriedthestoryof thisastoundingevent. Womenwerethere, andoften their roleisforgottenor underplayed. Somearenot
evennamed. Perhapstheyarechosenasthefirst witnessbecausetheystayedwithJesusthroughhisdeath. Havingshared
hispain, theycouldsharehisjoy. Andwithout them, God’splanwouldnot havegoneforwardasquickly. Godfrequently
worksthroughthelesspowerful of society, womenand men.

Thisisagoodreminder toeachof usthat our work isimportant. Whether thiswork isrememberedor not, whether our
namesarelistedor not, theworldneedseachoneof us.. Eachonean important link in thechainof hopeandjoy that God
weavesin thisworld. Maythisseasonof Passover andEaster beaspecial oneof new lifefor youall.

Dr. Tina Blair ACPAssociate Pastor

THECHRISTIANWOMAN’SSPIRITUALJOURNEYSERIES: study andspiritual enrichment seminarsfor Women ,under thedirection of
Dr. ChristineBlair. Seminarstakeplaceat theChurch, 65Quai D’Orsay.

Next Seminar: May 6 – Thurber Room, 2nd Floor
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Get Involved and Learn Some History - - - - - - - - - - -
Thesanctuary of theAmerican Church in Paris will now beopen to visitorson Thursday afternoons 2:00-
4:00 pm. Hosts (whom wecall "docents") areneeded to work from a maximum of 2 hoursper week to a
minimum of 2 hours per month. Brochures for self-directed toursof thesanctuary havebeen prepared.
Docents need to bepresent to welcome visitors and answer questions. For more information pleasecontact
Alice Gardiner at 01.42.27.74.82.

Friday Mission Lunc h: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Every Friday at theAmerican Catherdral, lunch is served for some 60 homeless men and women in Paris.

The American Church sponsors and organizes this lunch every third Friday of the month. If you want to do
someoutreach and serve your community, please join us at teCathedral form 10:30 am – 1:30 pm. For more
information, contact Kristie: kristieworrel@hotmail.com or at 01.30.65.82.66.

ACP Lay Leaders Needed - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The ACP is involved with many non–profit organizations from homeless shelters to counseling AIDS victims.
Weare looking for lay leaders to become thecontact between thechurch and themission/organization in
order for us to understand their individual needs and respond better as achurch. If you are interested in
learning moreabout theorganizations wesupport and the roleand responsibilitiesof aLay Leader please call
01 40 62 05 00.

Hea lth Network Interna tiona l Seeks Volunteers - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Do you haveaBIG empty space on your CV/resume? Health Network International needs volunteers! As
you may know, weareanon-profit English speaking network of health professionals (both working and
unemployed) here in Paris. It is agreat group of people, and weorganizeseveral interesting programs: health
seminars, CPR/First Aid classes, networking social events and more. Wearecurrently looking for:
** *Seminar Program Director - scheduling of our monthly seminars, room & equipment reservation,
coordinating honorariums
***Publicity Director - publicizes events & membership
***Secretary - handling email account, mailings, printing
***President - overall functioning of organization, newsletter production
Someof thehelp weneed doesn't even involve leaving thehome. Theamount of time you can help is
COMPLETELY flexible. If you are interested, pleasecontact us at healthnetinternational@hotmail.com.

WOAC Volunteer Needs - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
To volunteer for any of the following positions, pleasecontact our Volunteer Coordinator, Patti Bravard at
woac_volunteer@woac.net.

Informa tion Center Coord ina tor - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Information Center is currently closed and is under going a re-organization. Wearesearching for
someone to takeon a leadership role for this important service. Responsibilities will includesupervision of
volunteer workers, scheduling, ensuring that workers haveundergoneadequate training, and general
coordination of Center activities. Pleasecontact Fran Rhodes at woac_president@woac.net to discuss further
details. This position will beextremely rewarding and fulfilling, and onceorganized will require
approximately 6 to 10 hoursper month.

Coffee Group Leaders: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TheParis 1 group is looking for oneor two persons to add to their team. TheWestern Suburbs currently has
no leader, and would need two or threepeople to handlecoordination of this group. If you are interested in
participating as acoffee group leader, pleasecontact theCoffee Group Coordinator, Misun Lu, at
woac_coffeecoordinator@woac.net.

Spec ia l Events Coord ina tor: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
This WOAC Board position is responsible for coordinating and overseeing theannual special events like the

two salad luncheons and the two teas. (Bloom and Art Fair arenot included). TheSpecial Events
Coordinator is also responsible for publicizing WOAC events through thenewsletter, thechurch bulletin and
various community organizations.

Bloom Co -Direc tors for Oc tober 06: - - - - - - - - - - - -
TheWOAC is seeking Directors for October Bloom. This is an exciting opportunity to shareyour talents
and get involved in aworthwhileservice to thecommunity. TheCo-Directors are responsible for organizing
committees and volunteers to execute the2-day seminar for English speaking newcomers. This year’s Bloom
dates areOctober 3 and 10. Contact Fran Rhodesat woac_president@woac.net

Bloom Soc ia l Group Leaders - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
.Bloom Social Groupsare established for people with similar interestsand life situations. Groups
include: Empty Nesters, Forever in France, and The Young Crowd. TheGroup Leadersschedule
meeting time and place, communicate with the group about meetings, and respond to inquiries
about the group. The positiondoesnot require hosting the meetings. Contact Patti Bravard at
woac_volunteer@woac.net
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Americ an Women’s Group - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Americ an Women's Group in Paris (AWG) is a non-profit soc ia l, c ultura l and educ a tiona l organiza tion. For over
50 years, AWG hasprovided soc ia l and c ultura l events for English speaking women to experienc e and apprec ia te
the many wonderful things Franc e has to offer while making friends and having fun. For more information,
telephone: 01.42.73.36.74 or E-ma il: awgparis@wanadoo.fr Website: www.awgparis.org.
SOSHelp Crisis Line - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Feeling lonely or depressed? Ca ll the SOSHelp Crisis Line a t 01.46.21.46.46. SOSHelp was founded in 1974, and
has been serving the interna tiona l c ommunity in Franc e for 30 years. The servic e is non-denomina tiona l, non-
politic a l, non-p rofit and non-interventionist. The a im is to provide c ompassiona te, anonymous,
c onfidentia l listening to the lonely and depressed . For more information, p lease c onsult the web site
www.soshelp line.org.
CESC Meeting - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Counc il of the English-Speaking Community (CESC) was estab lished in 1981 to enab le the various educ a tiona l,
c ultura l and servic es-oriented Anglophone groups in the Paris a rea to get to know one another better. The CESC's
ma in purposes are: To serve as a foc a l point for groups and individua ls interested in knowing more about what is
happening in the English-speaking c ommunity; To foster the sharing of informa tion and ideas, and to provide a
framework for networking among its various member groups; To present p rograms whic h are of interest to CESC
member assoc ia tions and c ontribute to the genera l welfa re of the English-speaking c ommunity in the Paris region.
NEXTMEETING: June 19, a t 10:00 am at the Americ an Churc h in Paris, room G7
Toastmasters in Paris - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Want to improve your c onfidenc e in speaking in groups, friends, family? Come to Toastmasters 75! NEXTMEETING:
of the year is Thursday April 20 @7:00pm. For more information c a ll George 01.45.74.32.48
Americ an Churc h in Paris - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Many ac tivities for the entire family inc lud ing Bib le Studies, Music , Youth & Young Adult ac tivities, Multi-c ultura l
Coup les, and more! See the c hurc h website, www.ac paris.org for more information and deta ils. Or phone
01.40.62.05.0
Canc er Support Group in English - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Junior Servic e League of Paris and AAWE sponsor a support group to provide a spac e for c anc er pa tients to
share their experienc e and feelings around c anc er. Canc er c an be a frightening, sometimes devasta ting
experienc e. Canc er pa tients often say their life and outlook are irrevoc ab ly c hanged by their illness. By sharing,
feelings of isola tion c an be reduc ed , fears expressed and rea listic a lly managed , and c op ing stra teg ies exp lored .
The group itself is a network for relevant information and servic es. It provides a sa fe spac e and c aring environment
in whic h support c an be given and rec eived , and qua lity of life enhanc ed .
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WOAC Annual St r awber r y Tea
The annual St r awber r y Tea will be held on Thur sday May 18, at 2:00 pm in t he Senior
Past or ’s apar t ment at t he chur ch. This is our last event of t he social year and we’ll have a
delight f ul af t er noon t ea, a musical pr ogr am, and plent y of t ime f or chat t ing and visit ing

wit h f r iends. Ticket s will be on sale soon f or 10�½each and may be pur chased t hr ough
cof f ee gr oups, at t he Welcome Table on Sundays, or at chur ch r ecept ion.

WOAC BLOOM SOCIAL/ SPECIAL INTERESTGROUPS

Are you looking for p lac es to get c onnec ted with peop le of simila r interests? Interested in sta rting a group?
Bloom Soc ia l Groups were estab lished a few years ago for just tha t purpose - to help peop le stay c onnec ted with
others who share their situa tion or interest . One of the priorities of Bloom Where Your Planted is to help you Bloom
here in Franc e. Tha t means meeting peop le, c onnec ting, sharing interests, p rob lems, help ful tidb its. With this
year’ s Blooms behind us, we are seeing more requests for d ifferent kinds of groups.

Currently, the Soc ia l Group sta tus is:
-Forever in Franc e: Ac tive and doing well!
-Empty Nesters: Getting going aga in, with 2 new c o -c oord ina tors!
-The Younger Crowd : No c oord ina tor a t this time. Looking for 2 peop le to either c o-c oord ina te, or 1 c oord ina tor.
-Families in Franc e: has d isbanded. Do we need it separa ted more? (see below)

There has a lso been interest in the possib ility of sta rting other groups. We will be more than willing to get peop le
together for their interests. Just let us know who you are, your interest, and your c oord ina tes!!
We have peop le wa iting to sta rt groups for:
1) Walking 3) Parents with Young Children
2) Parents of Teenagers (POTs) 4) Sing les, 30 and over

What do you, our WOAC members, want to see regard ing Soc ia l/ Spec ia l Interest Groups? Please e-ma il your
ideas to the Soc ia l Groups Coord ina tor, Pa tti Bravard , a t woac _soc ia lgroups@woac .net. Also c ontac t Pa tti to join
any of the existing groups. She will g ive you inform ation on meeting da tes and c ontac t deta ils.
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Bloom Where You’re Planted
News and Volunteer Needs

Bloom Book Errata Page - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Keep your Bloom Book up to date! You will find the errata webpage on the WOAC
website at http://www.woac.net/bloom/bloombook-errors.shtml. Logon to find the latest
information.
Don’t Have a Bloom Book Yet? They are on sale everyday at the church
reception office, or you can down load an order form on the website and mail it with
payment. Books can be mailed to you anywhere in the world www.woac.net

Ruth Kennedy Memoria l Sc hola rships

The Ruth Kennedy Memoria l fund was estab lished in 2003, the year tha t Ruth left this world . In
honor of Ruth’s ded ic a ted servic e to the WOAC and the Americ an Churc h, the WOAC Board
voted , in 2005 to make this a c ontinuous fund and a lloc a te it to sc hola rships for youth and young
adults of the ACP to a ttend and partic ipa te in ac tivities tha t otherw ise might be c ost p rohib itive.
Re c ently, the funds were used to send three young peop le to a Young Ad ult Retrea t in Normand y.
Here a re the thank you letters tha t were rec eived . Ruth’s memory is well honored !

Bloom Wher e You’r e Plant ed & Bloom While You Wor k
(Oct ober 3 & 10, 2006) (Oct ober 14, 2006)

Annual Or ient at ion Pr ogr am f or English speaker s of all Nat ionalit ies & af f iliat ions

Join the Bloom Team - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Did you love Bloom? Did it change your life? Join the Bloom Team and help welcome the next group of
newcomers to Paris. Planning for the next Bloom will start soon. Have fun and make friends! Make a difference
in someone’s life! There are many positions to choose from! For further information contact
woac_bloom@woac.net.

Bloom Co-Direc tors, Oc tober, 2006 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A great place to put your leadership skills to work! The Nominating Committee is seeking a Co-Directors for the
2006 Blooms. This is a great place to let your leadership skills "bloom"! And it's not as hard as you think - we've
been doing this a long time, and we've got it down. If you're interested, please contact the Bloom Policy
Committee through Ingrid Wills at woac_vicepresident@woac.net

Dear WOAC,
Through the Ruth Kennedy
Memoria l fund , I was ab le to
a ttend a youth retrea t in Houlga te,
Normand ie. Firstly, I would like to
express my apprec ia tion for
supp lying the money. Thank you so
muc h for grac iously g iving and for
showing suc h generosity.
Sec ond ly, the retrea t a llowed ACP
and St. Mic hael’ s to develop a
strong bond, and saw many young
peop le deepening their
rela tionship with the Lord , inc lud ing
me!! The d iversity of na tions present
a t the retrea t was refreshing and
lots of time was spent ta lking of
origins and getting to know one-
another. Thank you aga in!

Dear WOAC,
Just wanted to take a moment to thank you for c ontributing to
the youth retrea t. I c erta inly wouldn’ t have gone had the funds
not been there. The most important part of the trip was ac tua lly
the last day when I understood how muc h c ommunion with
other Christians means to me. It has been too long sinc e I last
spent the week-end with Christians! Onc e aga in, I thank a ll of
you.

Dear WOAC,
Many thanks for your support tha t helped me to go to the Young
Adults Retrea t a t Houlga te. Ac tua lly, I enjoyed tha t trip . By
night and by day, during the sunrise or the sunset, I c ould only
say to myself tha t it’ s beautiful and c an’ t deny tha t a ll things
were c rea ted by a Higher Power, God . And I thank you
bec ause you gave me the opportunity to make a step towards
God , live 48 hours with other Christians from around the world ,
lea rn more of the word of God, and the most important thing – it
enc ouraged me to fulfill my dream with God . And fina lly, I
thank God bec ause he provided me this trip tha t I c ouldn’ t
a fford by myself, by send ing your generous help .


