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Message  from  the  President 
 
What a great start after the summer for the WOAC - two amazing Bloom programs!  Our thanks to 
everyone who volunteered, baked, helped and supported the Bloom Where You’re Planted and 
Bloom While You Work programs.  And congratulations to Bloom Directors Anne Mulvihill and Susan 
Bradley and to Bloom Work Director Dounia Nouini on a job well done.  The 37th Bloom program 
received the highest ratings ever and the Bloom Work had its highest attendance.   
 
And we’re just getting started!  In November there are two wonderful events not to be missed, the 
Marché de Noël, and the annual Thanksgiving Dinner at the American Church.  December’s WOAC 
events include our annual Holiday Tea at the American Ambassador’s Residence, and a combined 
Coffee Group Cocktail Evening.  Details for all these upcoming events can be found in this edition.  
 
The WOAC Board is happy to announce that ACP Interim Associate Pastor Susan Rice has agreed to 
join the board as our Devotions Chair.  In addition to serving on the WOAC Board and the Bloom 
Policy Committee, Susan has agreed to contribute a monthly column for the newsletter, entitled Soul 
Food.  Read Susan’s first column in this edition.  
 
As an American, I love Thanksgiving.  I love everything about it.  The food - all the planning, baking, 
cooking, roasting, and of course eating!  I love setting the table, polishing the silver, breaking out the 
crystal and china that’s saved for special occasions.  I love gathering with family and friends.  But 
what I look forward to the most each year is a family tradition started by my husband.  After the 
blessing, we go around our table and we share what we each are most thankful for.  And no one is 
spared, not even the newcomers to our table for what may be their first ever Thanksgiving dinner.  
Yes, each year we are thankful for our loved ones and the usual list of blessings.  But we try to look 
back on what blessings this year has brought; blessings that are often overlooked as the everydayness 
and stresses of life distract us.  It’s easy to be negative and answer “How was your day?” with today’s 
list of complaints.  And I’ve given up watching the news for today’s report on what went right in the 
world today.  But each year as Thanksgiving approaches and signals the start of the holiday season, I 
remind myself to look for life’s miracles and blessings each day, no matter how small.  And I find them.     

 
  Ingrid Wills, President 
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WOAC  
Coffee  
Groups 

Paris I:  8th, 16th, 17th Arr., Boulogne, Billancourt, Neuilly & Western 
Suburbs 

November Coffee Morning – Tuesday the 20th from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm, Guest speaker Shauna Giesbrecht is a European-trained goldsmith 
& jewelry designer. She will talk about gemstones – qualities to look out 
for when buying, how to recognize fake stones, taking care of different 
types of gems, and more.  The coffee will be held at Michelle Lui-Catte’s 
home in the16th. Please contact coffee group leaders for address 
details.  
Group Leaders Fiona Scott and Kristina Soleymanlou 

Paris II:  All other Arrondissements & any Southeast or Southern Suburbs  
November Coffee Morning – Thursday the 22nd from 10:00 am to 12:00 
pm: The coffee will be held at the home of Regina Jorg.  This month’s 
guest speaker is from Peru, and will talk about baby alpaca wool – its 
quality and how it compares with cashmere, pashmina, and where to 
get products made of this wool. Contact the coffee group leaders for 
address details.  
Group Leaders Regina Jorg, and Janet Charles  

December Combined Coffee Group Cocktail Evening 
Tuesday December 11th from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Kelly Littlewood’s in 
the 16th.  Look for further details in the December newsletter.  
December Coffee Morning in the Western Suburbs:   

Wednesday December 12th coffee morning will be held at Catherine 
Stephenson’s home in Bougival.  Coffee morning topic “Decorating your 
home for Christmas”  

Neuilly Coffee Group Leaders Needed 

We are looking for two co-chairs to re-start the Neuilly Coffee Group. 
The position does not require much time, and it is a fun way to meet 
people.  If you are interested in finding out more about the position 
please contact the WOAC Coffee Coordinators Paulyn Woodburn and 
Misun Lu at woac_coffeegroupcoordinator@woac.net 
 

Contact WOAC Coffee Group Leaders through www.woac.net contact 
form.  

You are welcome at any or all of the coffee groups.  
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����SOUL FOODSOUL FOODSOUL FOODSOUL FOOD����    
by Susan Riceby Susan Riceby Susan Riceby Susan Rice    
Interim Associate Pastor, ACPInterim Associate Pastor, ACPInterim Associate Pastor, ACPInterim Associate Pastor, ACP    
    
ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving    is my favorite American holiday.  Unlike many other is my favorite American holiday.  Unlike many other is my favorite American holiday.  Unlike many other is my favorite American holiday.  Unlike many other 
holidays, this one is more grounded and humble somehow. We can dress holidays, this one is more grounded and humble somehow. We can dress holidays, this one is more grounded and humble somehow. We can dress holidays, this one is more grounded and humble somehow. We can dress 
it up oit up oit up oit up or dress it down, but it is still less dramatic than some of those r dress it down, but it is still less dramatic than some of those r dress it down, but it is still less dramatic than some of those r dress it down, but it is still less dramatic than some of those 
holidays where lights and candles and shiny paper catch our eyes and holidays where lights and candles and shiny paper catch our eyes and holidays where lights and candles and shiny paper catch our eyes and holidays where lights and candles and shiny paper catch our eyes and 
fill our homes.  fill our homes.  fill our homes.  fill our homes.  ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving    is not meant to dazzle.  Even the is not meant to dazzle.  Even the is not meant to dazzle.  Even the is not meant to dazzle.  Even the 
traditional colors of the holiday are earthy tones and brtraditional colors of the holiday are earthy tones and brtraditional colors of the holiday are earthy tones and brtraditional colors of the holiday are earthy tones and browns.owns.owns.owns.    
    
I am not against being dazzled, but I can’t handle it every day.  I am I am not against being dazzled, but I can’t handle it every day.  I am I am not against being dazzled, but I can’t handle it every day.  I am I am not against being dazzled, but I can’t handle it every day.  I am 
glad to have a holiday that helps me focus on what I already have, instead glad to have a holiday that helps me focus on what I already have, instead glad to have a holiday that helps me focus on what I already have, instead glad to have a holiday that helps me focus on what I already have, instead 
of what I wish I had.  The of what I wish I had.  The of what I wish I had.  The of what I wish I had.  The hunger for “more” comes easily, but satisfaction hunger for “more” comes easily, but satisfaction hunger for “more” comes easily, but satisfaction hunger for “more” comes easily, but satisfaction 
and contentment takesand contentment takesand contentment takesand contentment takes    some some some some practice.  Even though the story of the first practice.  Even though the story of the first practice.  Even though the story of the first practice.  Even though the story of the first 
Thanksgiving is undoubtedly romanticized, there is a core of truth worth Thanksgiving is undoubtedly romanticized, there is a core of truth worth Thanksgiving is undoubtedly romanticized, there is a core of truth worth Thanksgiving is undoubtedly romanticized, there is a core of truth worth 
holding onto:  the colonists were having a party over a situation that was holding onto:  the colonists were having a party over a situation that was holding onto:  the colonists were having a party over a situation that was holding onto:  the colonists were having a party over a situation that was 
just one step above survival.just one step above survival.just one step above survival.just one step above survival.    
    
Gratitude doesn’t have to be baGratitude doesn’t have to be baGratitude doesn’t have to be baGratitude doesn’t have to be based on abundance, but just on awareness.  sed on abundance, but just on awareness.  sed on abundance, but just on awareness.  sed on abundance, but just on awareness.  
We are a lot pickier, but they are the ones who had the party. If you We are a lot pickier, but they are the ones who had the party. If you We are a lot pickier, but they are the ones who had the party. If you We are a lot pickier, but they are the ones who had the party. If you 
practice being aware that having anything at all is a gift and a blessing, practice being aware that having anything at all is a gift and a blessing, practice being aware that having anything at all is a gift and a blessing, practice being aware that having anything at all is a gift and a blessing, 
you can celebrate a lot more often.  That’s a good deal for you! You you can celebrate a lot more often.  That’s a good deal for you! You you can celebrate a lot more often.  That’s a good deal for you! You you can celebrate a lot more often.  That’s a good deal for you! You are are are are 
freer to share, too.  That’s a good deal for everyone else! freer to share, too.  That’s a good deal for everyone else! freer to share, too.  That’s a good deal for everyone else! freer to share, too.  That’s a good deal for everyone else!     
    
So where do you start?  Take a deep breath before the season of dazzle So where do you start?  Take a deep breath before the season of dazzle So where do you start?  Take a deep breath before the season of dazzle So where do you start?  Take a deep breath before the season of dazzle 
begins.begins.begins.begins.        Then be thankful for that deep breath.  The Bible tells us that Then be thankful for that deep breath.  The Bible tells us that Then be thankful for that deep breath.  The Bible tells us that Then be thankful for that deep breath.  The Bible tells us that 
every person's lifeevery person's lifeevery person's lifeevery person's life————even without lights and sheven without lights and sheven without lights and sheven without lights and shiny colorsiny colorsiny colorsiny colors————is something is something is something is something 
that matters in the Divine Economy.  That includes yours!  May you that matters in the Divine Economy.  That includes yours!  May you that matters in the Divine Economy.  That includes yours!  May you that matters in the Divine Economy.  That includes yours!  May you 
take a moment to see and celebrate the work and purpose of God today, take a moment to see and celebrate the work and purpose of God today, take a moment to see and celebrate the work and purpose of God today, take a moment to see and celebrate the work and purpose of God today, 
echoing the thoughts of Psalm 100, “Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving echoing the thoughts of Psalm 100, “Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving echoing the thoughts of Psalm 100, “Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving echoing the thoughts of Psalm 100, “Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving 
...for the Lord is good...for the Lord is good...for the Lord is good...for the Lord is good.”.”.”.”    
 

Pastor Susan RicePastor Susan RicePastor Susan RicePastor Susan Rice    
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WOAC Annual Marché de Noël 

Saturday November 17th 10:30 – 16:00 
 

Over 45 Artists & Craft Vendors 
Antiques, Tombola and Book Sale 

 Lunch, Coffee, Tea, Baked Goods and more! 
 

Check our site for details at  
http://www.woac.net/marche/index.shtml 

 

Interested Vendors and Volunteers please contact: 
Patti Bravard through the WOAC website contact form 

 

 
 

Marché Bake A Thon - Join the fun and fellowship! 
We’ll be baking and eating mistakes on November 9th & 
15th from 10:00 to 14:00, in the 2nd floor kitchen at ACP.  
Stop by for a little while or stay as long as you like.  All 
ingredients will be provided.  All we need are willing 
hearts and helping hands. If you’re unable to attend but 
would like to contribute baked goods, please bring 
them by on either baking day or between 10:00 – 11:00  
on Saturday the 17th 
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Plan to join your ACP family on Saturday, November 24th for our annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  Reservations are a must for adults and children. 
Tickets go on sale November 4th after the 11 a.m. service. For your dining 
pleasure, seating is limited. Absolute deadline for ticket purchases, 
depending on availability, is Nov. 18. No tickets will be sold the night of the 
dinner.  

Our bountiful menu includes Roast Tom Turkey with all the traditional 
fixings, including Pam Leavy’s “Aunt Helen’s Sweet Potato Crunch,” real 
mashed potatoes, more delicious sides and we promise bountiful gravy, 
thanks to an ingredients benefactor in the USA. We welcome homemade 
pumpkin pies, pecan pies, chocolate chip cookies or any other dessert 
specialties. Sign up when you purchase your tickets and bring your treats, 
sliced and ready to serve preferably on a disposable tray, to the Thurber 
Room, our dining venue that night. The church kitchen will not be available 
on Friday night, Saturday day or night for baking - sorry but we need all the 
oven space!  

Please travel light to the dinner with no backpacks, luggage or large 
handbags. We don’t have storage room and have limited room in the dining 
area. Doors open at 7 for the aperitif and dinner service begins at 7.30 for 
families with children, followed by general attendance.  

Tickets are 20 euros for adults- including aperitif, dinner, wine, dessert and 
coffee. Students - 16 euros, children ages 7 to 11 - 10 euros, and children, 6 
and younger are free.  For seating count purposes all children must have a 
reservation and ticket.  

Volunteers are needed to help chop, slice, serve and clean-up. Great fun and 
fellowship for couples and singles! Contact Pam Leavy at 
pgl_paris@yahoo.com or Kerry Lieury, jk.lieury@wanadoo.fr   

 
Thanksgiving in Paris is so special, please join us for a memorable 

and heartwarming event filled with good food and great fellowship! 
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The Women of the American Church and 

The American Catholic Women’s Organization 
are pleased to invite you to a 

 

    Holiday Tea at the American Holiday Tea at the American Holiday Tea at the American Holiday Tea at the American     
Ambassador’s ResidenceAmbassador’s ResidenceAmbassador’s ResidenceAmbassador’s Residence    

 

Monday Afternoon, December 3rd 
From 1:30 to 3:30 in the afternoon  

 

Tickets are 25 euros each and available at ACP reception, at 
 the WOAC Welcome Table Sundays after the 11:00 service,  

or through www.woac.net.  
Tickets must be purchased in advance 

    
Residence Dress Code  
does not permit jeans 
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?  ? 

Where can I find information about 

WOAC Events and Paris? ?  ? 

 

 

 

 

  ARE 
 

 

ACP Welcome  Table            ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        
The Welcome Table is a source of information available on Sunday mornings after the 
11:00 am service at the American Church in Paris.  Here you will find information regarding 
activities of the American Church, cultural events in Paris, shopping, the metro system, 
and much more!   
 
We are looking for volunteers to help manage this table.  If you can spare about 1 hour on 
Sundays after church to help out, please contact Ingrid Wills through the WOAC website 
contact form. 
 

YOU 

NEW 

TO 

PARIS? 
How to Obtain the WOAC Newsletter    ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        ----        
To keep you informed of what is happening within the WOAC, we produce ten monthly 
newsletters.  There are two ways to obtain the WOAC Newsletter: 
 

1.  Online – go to www.woac.net/newsletter and click on “Subscribe”. 
 

2.  Via regular mail - Give 10 prestamped, preaddressed envelopes to your local coffee 
co-chair. 
 

Stay updated with the latest WOAC Information by referencing the website at 
www.woac.net 

 

 

  
Become an American Church Docent Tour Leader  

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  All but one of our docents are being repatriated back home.  We don’t 
want to loose this highly appreciated program.  Visitors come to the American Church to see 
the beautiful sanctuary with its amazing windows and organ. Without your help we may have 
to cancel the tours on Thursday afternoons 2:00-4:00 pm.   
 

Docents are needed to work from a maximum of 2 hours per week to a minimum of 2 hours 
per month.  Brochures for self-directed tours of the sanctuary have been prepared.  Docents 
need to be present to welcome visitors and answer questions.  For more information please 
contact  Florence Drillon  at 06.87.53.75.62 or flodrillon@aol.com 

Friday Mission Lunch Program 

The ACP is currently in need of a coordinator for the ACP’s once a month responsibility for the 
Friday Mission Lunch Program.  It is a half day, once per month commitment which involves 
working with a very dynamic group of volunteers and is a wonderful way to serve your 
community.  To volunteer or obtain more information, please contact Kristie Worrel at 
kristieworrel@hotmail.com.  

Marché de Noël - November 17th      

The WOAC Arts & Crafts Fair has a new name!  Volunteers needed to provide baked goods 
and to help on the day.  Contact Coordinator Patti Bravard through the www.woac.net site.  

Bloom Social Group Leaders 

Bloom Social Groups are established for people with similar interests and life situations.  Groups 
include Forever in France and the newly formed Budget Bistro Lunch Group.  The Group 
Leaders schedule meeting time and place, communicate with the group about meetings, 
and respond to inquiries about the group.  The position does not require hosting the meetings.  
Contact Patti Bravard at woac_volunteer@woac.net.  

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 

Looking for a way to give back to the community and perform a worthwhile service for 
others in need?  The Social Concerns/Mission Outreach Committee of the American Church 
in Paris supervises activities for Habitat for Humanity, Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Orphanage, 
Refugee Mission, other orphanage missions, and ACAT (Action des Chrétiens pour l’abolition 
de la torture).  If one of these community service activities interests you, contact Social 
Concerns Chair, Carlos Argandona Aguilar at cea99@hotmail.com for more information.  
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American Church in Paris     

Many activities for the entire family including Bible Studies, Music, Multi-cultural Couples, and more!  See the 
church website, www.acparis.org for more information and details.  Or phone 01.40.62.05.00.  

ACP Youth & Young Adult activities 

The American Church in Paris wants to be a community where youth and young adults grow in Christ, 
becoming passionate, unique, and dedicated Christians who are engaged in changing the world.  To this 
end, we have three youth and young adult groups that meet regularly for fun and fellowship.  Crossroads is 
for youth from ages 11-14; Bridge is for 14-18.  Our young adult group is open to all from 18-30.  Schedules are 
available at the reception and from the youth and young adult pastor, Ginger Strickland.  Contact 
information:  youthpastor@acparis.org.  Office tel:  01.40.62.05.07   

ACP International Singles Group  

Singles (all ages, all nationalities) are cordially invited to the ACP Singles Group meetings on the third Sunday 
of every month following the 11:00 service at the church.  Meet after Coffee Hour at the Singles Table in the 
Theatre.  For more info – contact: acp-singles@hotmail.com 

The American Church Vocal Choirs and Hand-bell Choirs      
For people of all ages – a chance to learn. If you would like more information please feel free to contact 
Fred Gramann (music@acparis.org) for adult groups or Bonnie Woolley (bw@respirando.net) for toddlers 
through teens.  

NEW Bloom Social Group – Budget Bistro Lunch Group 

The Budget Bistro lunch group meets once a month to discover local cafes and bistros.  Members take turns 
sharing their favorite neighborhood restaurant or maybe exploring somewhere they've always wanted to try.  
We look for good value with formules (prix fixé) menus, but locations may range from the unknown to the 
legendary. Contact Tamara Cuthrell for more information through the WOAC website contact form. 

WICE Happenings  
View the latest course offerings and don’t miss their events! For details, visit www.wice-paris.org or call WICE at 
01.45.66.75.50 

American Women’s Group 
AWG offers many fun and interesting activities throughout the year, as well as community service & volunteer 
opportunities. To see what’s happening and find membership information, visit the website – 
www.awgparis.org 

CESC Meeting 
The Council of the English-Speaking Community (CESC) was established in 1981 to enable the various educational, 
cultural and services-oriented Anglophone groups in the Paris area to get to know one another better. The next 
CESC meeting is Dec. 17 at 10:00 at the American Church, 65 Quai d’Orsay, 75007.  

Tennis Anyone?     

We are a group of ladies that originated from Bloom more than nine years ago. Members of the group come 
and go as is the nature of work in France for many non French people. At the moment we are looking for 
new people interested in playing Tennis on a Tuesday morning. We need people who can play good to very 
good tennis but not beginners. We play at Aquaboulevard (line 8 Balard) from 10 am to noon. Permanent 
members pay a yearly fee and reserves do not pay anything at all if they fill in. If you are interested please 
contact me for more information: Judy Scorpecci (coordinator) at djscorpecci@noos.fr 

Cancer Support Group in English     

English-speaking group for those living with cancer and their families. Community service sponsored by the 
Junior Service League of Paris. 01.45.51.26.93 jamsinparis@wanadoo.fr www.pariscancersupport.com 
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Bloom Where You’re Planted 
News and Volunteer Need      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bloom Book Errata Page   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
Keep your Bloom Book up to date!  You will find the errata webpage on the WOAC  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bloom Book Advertising/Sponsorship Co-Chairs 2008   -  -  -  -  -   
The advertising/sponsorship chair(s) are responsible for contacting previous 
advertisers/sponsors by email or mail, and providing information to prospective 
new advertisers/sponsors.  As ads are committed, the advertising/sponsorship 
chair collects the ads, forwards them to the printer, and collects the money.  
Previous experience is NOT required, and the position is mostly administrative.  
The timeline is focused on January through June, a few hours each month.  
Previous advertising/sponsorship chairs are available to provide advice and 
direction.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 

Bloom Where You’re Planted     &   Bloom While You Work 

March 18th, 2008                       March 15th, 2008 

Annual Orientation Program for English Speakers of all  

Nationalities & Affiliations 

Pre-register for a 15 euro savings! 
Pre 

 
Join the Bloom Team - Now recruiting for the following Bloom positions for next year: 
Bloom Co-Directors March and/or October, 2008:  
Let your leadership skills shine in this exciting role of coordinating and managing a Bloom seminar. 
There’s lots of help from veteran “Bloomers”, so the job is easy, rewarding, and fun. 
2008 Bloom Book Editors 
The Bloom Book Editor(s) are responsible for coordinating a team of chapter editors who annually update 
the book, and working with the printer throughout the layout process.  The timeline is primarily January to 
June.  Previous experience not necessary, but helpful.  Managing Editor guides and helps you though the 
process.  Contact Patti Bravard, Managing Editor, for more information. 
 

Advertising Opportunities in the Bloom Where You’re Planted Book 
 

The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re Planted – How to Live in France is updated and re-
published every year.  Bloom books have staying power, as many people keep them for years, 
relocation companies give them to clients, and friends collect them and pass them around to 
other friends.  As a result, advertising in the Bloom Book becomes a very good value.   
 

In addition – the brochures table at Bloom seminars will now be exclusively reserved for brochures 
and pamphlets from non profit organizations, schools, and businesses that purchase advertising in 
the Bloom Book.  You now have a double (and exclusive) opportunity to get your message in front 
of Bloom participants, AND people all over the world who purchase Bloom books throughout the 
year.  Consider supporting Bloom programs by advertising in the Bloom Book – a great value for 
everyone! 

Ad Rates 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long   750.00€ 
1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long   400.00€ 
1/4 page   52mm wide by 82mm long   225.00€ 
1/8 page   52mm wide by 38mm long   125.00€ 
1/16 page   52mm wide by 24mm long       75.00€ 

Contact Patti Bravard, Bloom Book Managing Editor, through www.woac.net 


