
 In spite of the warm 
winter and oddly snowy 
early April the WOAC is 
Blooming!   

Thanks to all the hard 
work of Directors Pam 
Leavy, Arlene Gross and 
Dounia Nouini, and their 
teams of volunteers the 
Bloom Where You’re 
Planted and Bloom While 
You Work programs were 
such a success!   

In addition, I would 
also like to thank all the 
speakers who shared their 
time, talents and knowl-
edge.  And a special 
thanks to long time Bloom 
sponsor Brentano’s Books 
for providing valuable 
information and support. 

We’re taking a month 
off and then - believe it or 
not - we’ll start planning 
the Fall Bloom programs.  
If you’re interested in 
volunteering there are 
many positions available, 
some involve leadership, 
and there are positions for 
both small and greater 
time commitments.  Con-
sider joining the Bloom 
team for fall.  Please con-

tact me for further de-
tails. 

In addition to Bloom 
there are other ways to 
volunteer with the 
WOAC.  We have two 
vacant board positions, 
Special Events Coordi-

nator and Newsletter 
Editor, see page 5 for 
contact details for addi-
tional information. 

Our next big event I 
look forward to each year 
- our  Annual Strawberry 
Tea which will be at 
13:00 on Tuesday, May 
13th in the Senior Pas-
tor’s Apartment at ACP.  

Details of this lovely 
afternoon event can be 
found on pages 4 and 6 
in this edition. Tickets 

for the Strawberry Tea are 
10 euros each and are 
available from the ACP 
reception desk, at the Sun-
day Welcome Table and 
from your  Coffee Group 
Leaders.  There is no bet-
ter way to enjoy a spring-
time afternoon in Paris 
than with friends, music 
and strawberries  served 
along side a tub of warm, 
dark fudge dipping 
sauce... 

This month we have 
two fabulous coffees with 
wonderful and informative 
programs planned, check 
out page two for more 
details. 

Well, I don’t imagine 
I’m the only one who 
loves Paris in the 
Springtime.  For the 
past several weeks 
I’ve been enjoying  
walking in Paris’ gar-
dens.  If you haven’t 
walked through any 
of Paris’ beautifully 
blooming gardens yet, 

 take my advice and go.  

Ingrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid Wills, President 
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Discussion will include: 

• watering with love 
•  weeding through discipline 
•  enjoying - family is a blessing 
•  pruning to be fruitful 

Where: Kristina Soleymanlou’s 
Bring a small snack to share 
RSVP for address & codes to Fiona 
Scott at fionascott@mail.com or 
phone 01 47 63 61 02 
 
 

We had a wonderful morning at 
our March coffee and “Spring 
Cleaning” charity auction, dur-
ing which  400 euros were raised 
to help the SOS Crisis English 
language Help Line.   

Join us  Thursday, April 10th  from 
10:00—12:00 for Coffee, conversa-
tion and a Parenting  program 
“Grow Flowering Families” facili-
tated by Denise Dampierre.        

Each month the WOAC hosts 
neighborhood Coffee Groups.  
The Coffee Groups are interna-
tional and inter-denominational.  
Currently there are two active 
groups: 
 Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr., Bou-
logne, Billancourt, Neuilly & 
Western Suburbs Group Leaders 
Fiona Scott & Kristina Soleymanlou 
  

Paris II - All other Arrondisse-
ments & any Southeast or South-
ern Suburbs   Group Leaders Re-
gina Jorg and Janet Charles  
WOAC Coffee Groups meet each 
month at members’ homes.  Eve-
ryone is invited to bring a small 
snack to share, beverages are pro-
vided.   

You are welcome at any or 
all of the coffee groups 

Contact Paulyn Woodburn, WOAC 
Coffee Group Coordinator or any of 
our Coffee Group Leaders through the 
WOAC website at www.woac.net  

The casual environment of our 
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.   
Following an hour of coffee and 
conversation, the coffees typically 
include a fun and informative 
program. Past  programs have 
included readings by authors , 
how-to sessions including getting 
organized, jewellery, and make-
overs, as well as charity auctions.  
Some months the program is 
round table discussions, such as 
sharing our favorite restaurants or 
our favorite French travel destina-
tions.   

 

After the coffee there are two op-
tional events.  At  2PM join Dr. 
Krause for a guided visit to the 
Marie-Antoinette Exhibition at the 
Grand Palais. If you plan on attend-
ing you will need to purchase you 
tickets at least one day in advance 
to avoid the long lines at the Grand 
Palais. Tickets are 11.50€ each, and 
are available at all FNAC stores, 
Galeries Lafayette, Carrefour, 
Auchan, Geant, Bon Marche, BHV, 

Join us Thursday, April 
17th from 10:00am to 
12:00pm at Arlene 
Gross’ home for a pres-
entation by Dr Elaine 
Kruse on Marie-

Antoinette: Myth and Reality, the 
transformation of the Queen’s im-
age. Hot & cold beverages will be 
provided, please bring a snack to 
share. 

Printemps Haussmann, and Virgin 
Megastore.  

Time permitting 
we will have 
lunch nearby 
before the tour. If 
there isn’t time, 
we’ll just have to 
eat cake!  
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Paris I Coffee Morning  April 10th 

WOAC Coffee Groups 

Paris II Coffee Morning April 17th 
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It’s Spring and things are starting to 
Bloom. 
As I write this, Pam Leavy and some 
of the Spring Bloom volunteers are 
rummaging around the “Bloom 
Room” on the 4th floor of the ACP, 
taking inventory of supplies and 
thinking creatively about how to 
use WOAC’s resources to put on a 
top-notch program called “Bloom 
Where You’re Planted”.  In just a 
few more days, it will be time to set 
up chairs and displays and hand out 
name tags and put salads on plates.  
It will be time to extend a hand--
literally and symbolically--to some 
newcomers to Paris.  And in just a 
few more days after that (April 5), 
“Bloom While You Work” will take 
place under Dounia Nouini’s leader-
ship.   To Pam, Dounia, and all the 
volunteers who put forth their ef-
forts to make these programs hap-
pen, I offer my thanks, both on 
behalf of the American Church in 
Paris, and on behalf of those new-
comers.  Not long ago, I was one of 
“them.” 
But “Bloom” is not the only thing 

that makes WOAC’s activities worth-
while.  Bloom is a starting point, not 
the ending point, of how we can 
reach out.  There are many places of 
service and sharing that also deserve 
thanks and appreciation.  The WOAC 
Board are busy people, but they 
regularly juggle childcare issues and 
travel issues and other commit-
ments to make sure the lunches and 
coffee groups and studies and other 
special events happen.  The Bloom 
Book is an amazing production—all 
done by dedicated volunteers. 
This could easily be seen as a volun-
teer recruitment column, but it isn’t.  
(Not that we would mind if you did 
volunteer!)  What I really want to 
encourage in this little article is for 
you to say a sincere thanks to those 
who are working so hard in all 
WOAC’s activities, and to model that 
attitude when speaking about them 
to others.   And while you’re at it, 
why not intentionally carry it over 
into some other areas of your life? 
Criticisms and complaints come so 
naturally to us all.  I know from per-
sonal experience that many of us are 

taught from an early age to be con-
sumers, with expectations and de-
mands.  But I also know—as you do—
what repeated criticism does to the 
soul.  On the other hand, there is a 
proverb that reads, “Pleasant words 
are just like honey:  health to the soul 
and strength to the body.” 
To put it another way, someone once 
told me that criticism needs to come 
in a sandwich—with a sincere compli-
ment before and after it.  So even 
though I have now mixed my meta-
phors—are pleasant words like honey 
or like bread???—you will surely 
know what I mean. 

Either way, we have the chance to 
nourish people and help them bloom 
where they are planted—not just 
through one program on one day.   
And Happy Blooming to you!   

Pastor Susan Rice 
 

 

GET CONNECTED – Bloom So-
cial Groups a great way to 
connect with people who 
have similar interests and life 
situations.  Groups include the 
Bistro Lunch Group and the 
newly formed Senior Café.   

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
WOAC Events, So-
cial Groups and 
Information by visit-
ing our website at 
www.woac.net  

 

 

 

 

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE is a 
great source of information for 
new comers to France, whether 
you’re moving here or just visit-
ing.  Held at American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings 
after the 11:00 am service and 
before the 1:30 pm contempo-
rary service.  Stop by and you’ll 
find information regarding ac-
tivities of the American Church, 
cultural events in Paris, shop-
ping, the metro system, and 
much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is hap-
pening within the WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter . 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 
PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi-cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

New Contemporary Wor-
ship Service is held each 
Sunday at 1:30 pm.  

For more information 
check ACP’s fabulous new 
website www.acparis.org 
or phone 01 40 62 05 00. 

Page 3 

SoUL FOODSoUL FOODSoUL FOODSoUL FOOD    
by Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Rice    

New To Paris? 
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Schedule of Events 

• April 4th Evening Bible Study    
20:30 

• April 5th Bloom While You Work            
9:00 - 17:00 

• April 10th   Paris I Coffee Morning         
10:00 - 12:00 

• April 17th Paris II Coffee Morning                       
10:00 - 12:00 

• April 19th Senior Café                       
14:00 

• SAVE THE DATE - May 13th     
Strawberry Tea 13:00 - 15:00 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 
Bible Study 

5 
Bloom While 
You Work 

6 7 8 9 
 

10 
Paris I Coffee 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 
Paris II Coffee 

18 19 

Senoir Café 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       

April 2008 
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Bloom Social Group Leaders – 
Bloom Social Groups are established 
for people with similar interests and 
life situations.  Groups include the 
Bistro Lunch Group and the newly 
formed Senior Café.  The Group 
Leaders schedule meeting time and 
place, communicate with the group 
about meetings, and respond to in-
quiries about the group.  The position 
does not require hosting the meetings.  
Please contact Patti Bravard at 
pbravard@torchlake.com .  
 

 

 

Bloom Book Front & Back Cover 
Art 
Do you have a great photo? An oil, 
pastel, watercolor, acrylic painting that 
you have done or know of someone 
that has done that would be   PER-
FECT for the cover or back?  The 
Bloom Policy Committee is soliciting 
art for the 38th edition.  Submissions 
for front and back covers must be in 
A4 format. Any 2 dimensional art me-
dium will be considered. All original 
art works will be returned to the artist. 
Deadline for submission is 15 April, 
2008. Please deliver submissions to 
ACP reception. Attention: Bloom Book 
Editors  

 

WOAC Newsletter Editor  
Putting out the newsletter will be a 
cinch with WOAC’s fabulous new 
computer loaded with all the soft-
ware you need to help keep WOAC 
members informed.   
WOAC Special Events Coordinator 
Do you like to plan events?  Love to 
throw a party?  Do your friends call 
you Martha Stewat?  Well, we’ve got 
the job for you!  The WOAC Special 
Events Coordinator plans four an-
nual events with lots of help from 
WOAC volunteers.  
For more information please contact 
Ingrid Wills at  

woac_president@yahoo.com.  

Evening Bible Study  

The “Life & Ministry of the Mes-
siah” Faith Lesson DVD series 
with Bible teacher and historian, 
Ray Vander Laan, filmed on loca-
tion in Israel . He explains the 
Bible in its historical, cultural, 
religious and geographical con-
texts.  
 For details, please contact Paulyn 
at 06 75 90 63 92 or email:  
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Café & Games  

Come play a round of Scrabble or 
Bingo or laugh yourself silly 
drawing pictures while having a 
go at Pictionary. Primarily looking 
for Seniors, we welcome all ages 
to share café, tea and patisseries. 
The price of entry is simply you 
with your good humour, but 
please confirm your attendance at 
address or mobile below: 
Where: Liza’s Apt -  Bldg has ele-
vator, Easy access by metro or bus. 
RSVP for address and details:  
lizafiorentinos@hotmail.com or 
phone  06 74 82 43 41  
Next Meetings at 14:00 on April 
19th and May 17th  

WOAC Cooking Classes 

WOAC member Susan Hanson 
organizes cooking classes for 
anyone.  Join the fun, improve 
your French and to get to know 
group members at the same time.  
For information, please contact 
Susan at: 
tomandsusanhanson@gmail.com 

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 
Looking for a way to give back to the 
community and perform a worth-
while service for others in need?  The 
Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 
Committee of the ACP supervises 
activities for Habitat for Humanity, 
Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Or-
phanage, Refugee Mission, other 
orphanage missions, and ACAT 
(Action des Chrétiens pour l’aboli-
tion de la torture).  Please contact 
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier 

Friday Mission Lunch Program 
The ACP is currently in need of a 
coordinator for the ACP’s once a 
month responsibility for the Friday 
Mission Lunch Program.  It is a 
half day, once a month commit-
ment, working with a very dy-
namic group of volunteers and is a 
wonderful way to serve your com-
munity.  To volunteer or obtain 
more information, please contact 
Kristie Worrel at  
kristieworrel@hotmail.com.  

at ursulaperrier@gmail.com for 
more information.  
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WOAC Volunteer Opportunities 

WOAC Activities 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities 
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The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community 

outreach non-profit program of the American Church in 

Paris.  It is an active, international and inter-denominational 

group that helps people connect with each other through pro-

grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-

tual growth, study and service.  The WOAC offers programs 

and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the 

English speaking expatriate community.  Programs are run by 

volunteers and members of the WOAC.  Participation in any 

WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form 

is all it takes to   become a member.  The activities of the 

WOAC are open to all. 

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has 

been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.  

Throughout this time the women of the church have been 

reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever 

they are found. 

Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers 

in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-

ment.  Programs focus on informing newcomers to France, 

helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities 

to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their 

efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.  

 
Women of the American Church 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay 

Paris 7eme 

 
 

WOAC  
 

connecting people in Paris 
 
 

Bloom Book Sponsors 
The Bloom programs would 
not be possible without the 
very generous support of our 
sponsors.  The WOAC would 
like to thank and acknowledge 
our Orchid and Rose Level 
Sponsors: 

Brentano’s 
Expatica 

a good start in France 
Chateau Andelot 

Grospiron International 
Movers 

 

 

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities 
The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re 
Planted - How to Live in France is updated 
and published annually. Reach the English 
speaking Expat community in France by ad-
vertising in the Bloom Book.  The book is dis-
tributed to new arrivals at the Bloom Pro-
grams, as well as by many organizations, 
multinational corporations and relocation 
companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold all over the 
world, making advertising in the Bloom Book such a great 
value.  

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom Book ad 
in addition to other great benefits!  

Ad Rates 

 

The Bloom Book - The Practical Guide to Living in France 

 
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 

Fax: 01 40 62 05 11 
 

woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 
 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700.00€ 

1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375.00€ 

1/4 page 52mm wide by 82mm long 200.00€ 

1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100.00€ 


