
Over the past few 
weeks, events in my life 
have really made me focus 
on time, how much or 
how little depending on 
the event.  Having re-
cently celebrated our 26th 
wedding anniversary, 
there is the “Wow, we’ve 
been married a long time” 
thought.  Facing the rap-
idly approaching depar-
ture of our daughter for 
college this fall brings 
thoughts of “there’s not 
enough time left.”    

And looking at our 
three years here, there is 
all too familiar  “Where 
has the time gone?”  Fol-
lowed by the “hmmm…. I 
really thought I’d be bi-
lingual by now” and “I 
had hoped to see more of 
France by now” thoughts.  
All of which has moti-
vated me to get cracking 
on my Things To Do 
While Living in France 
list.   As expat contracts 
end and friends prepare to 
move back or move on, it 
is the one regret I hear 
most often.   

If you have a similar 

list it might be time to 
see what you’ve checked 
off and what’s still on the 
list.  And if you don’t, it 
might be time to write 
your own. 

Speaking of time, 
there is still time left to 
get your tickets to our 
next big event the annual 
Strawberry Tea!  The tea 

will be held in the Senior 
Pastor’s Apartment at 
13:00 on Tuesday, May 
13th.  

This year’s music 
performance is one you 
won’t want to miss, as 
we have two extremely 
talented guests. Singer 
Nicole Taylor will share 
with us music she has 
prepared for her upcom-

ing audition, accompanied 
by Fred Gramann, ACP’s 
Music Director.  In addi-
tion, there are a few sur-
prises that promise to 
make this tea very memo-
rable.    

Details of this lovely 
afternoon event can be 
found on pages 4 and 5 in 
this edition. Tickets are 10 
euros each and are avail-
able from the ACP recep-
tion desk, at this Sunday’s 
Welcome Table and from 
your  Coffee Group Lead-
ers.  If you would like to 
purchase your tickets at 
the door, please RSVP to 
woac_president@yahoo.com  

There is no better way 
to enjoy a springtime af-
ternoon in Paris than with 
friends, music and straw-
berries  served along side 
a tub of warm, dark fudge 
dipping sauce... 

Later this month we 
have a combined Coffee 
Groups Evening Cocktail 
Party for members and 
their spouses/partners. See 
page 2 for details.   

Ingrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid Wills, President 
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Where:  
Kristina Soleymanlou’s new 
home (M2-Victor Hugo) 
Bring: a bottle of wine or a 
savoury snack to share 
RSVP: 
For address & codes to Fiona 
Scott at fionascott@mail.com 
or phone 01 47 63 61 02 
 

 

 

Join us Tuesday, May 27th from 
19:00—21:00 for an lively eve-
ning of conversation and cock-
tails.  This event is a great op-
portunity to bring 
spouses/partners and also to 
meet WOAC members who 
cannot attend daytime events.   

 

Please bring a bottle of wine or 
a savory snack to share.  Cheese 
and hors d’ œuvres will be pro-
vided.  
 
 

Each month the WOAC hosts 
n e i ghbo rhood  Co f f e e 
Groups.  The Coffee Groups 
are international and inter-
denominational.  Currently 
there are two active groups: 

 

Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr., 
Boulogne,  Bi l lancourt , 
Neuilly & Western Suburbs 
Group Leaders Fiona Scott & 
Kristina Soleymanlou 

 

Paris II - All other Arrondis-
sements & any Southeast or 
Southern Suburbs   Group 
Leaders Regina Jorg and 
Janet Charles  

WOAC Coffee Groups meet 
each month at members’ 
homes.  Everyone is invited 
to bring a small snack to 
share, beverages are pro-
vided.   

You are welcome at any 
or all of the coffee 

groups 

 

Contact Paulyn Woodburn, 
WOAC Coffee Group Coordina-
tor or any of our Coffee Group 
Leaders through the WOAC web-
site at www.woac.net  
The casual environment of our 
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.   

Following an hour of coffee and 
conversation, the coffees typically 

include a fun and informa-
tive program. Past  programs 
have included readings by 
authors , how-to sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 
jewellery, and make-overs, as 
well as charity auctions.  
Some months the program is 
round table discussions, such 
as sharing our favorite res-
taurants or our favorite 
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Combine Coffee Groups Evening Cocktail May 27th 

WOAC Coffee Groups 
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After the Spring Bloom pro-
grams, I inherited a lovely azalea 
plant that had been used as a table 
decoration.  I put it in my apart-
ment for a couple of weeks, but 
noticed that it needed a great deal 
of water daily or the 
leaves began to droop in 
a way that didn’t reflect 
very well on my garden-
ing skills. 

Finally the thought 
occurred to me to put 
the plant outside, in the beautiful 
courtyard here at the ACP.  My 
office looks out on the courtyard, 
so I thought I would be able to just 
open the window and set it out in 
the middle of all the ground cover.  
When the weather got a little 
warmer I did just that, and was 
pleased to see plenty of rains over 
the next few days.  I expected the 
plant to look much better.  For a 
while it did. 

Then I began to see some of the 
same problem with leaves looking 
limp.  Those who have some gar-
dening experience may have 

guessed the problem already…but 
in case you didn’t, here it is:  I didn’t 
take the plant out of the plastic pot.  
I just set it down, although I moved 
aside the ground cover so you 
wouldn’t notice at first glance that 

it wasn’t truly 
“planted”.  It 
was still in a 
protective plas-
tic shell. 
The little plastic 
pot protected 

the plant, and meant I didn’t have 
to go through the messy process of 
actually digging in the dirt.  But that 
protection and convenience came 
with a downside.  The plant never 
really got to sink its roots in and 
expand and take advantage of the 
neighboring moisture and nutrients. 

The moral of the story is easy to 
see.  Self-protection and conven-
ience often come at the expense of 
potential for growth.   Whether we 
live in countries far from the places 
of our birth, or whether we never 
leave home, the temptation exists 
to take the easy and familiar road, 

or one that seems to offer the least 
risk and the most protection.  We 
can do this professionally, relation-
ally and spiritually. 

Yes, there is a need to be respon-
sible and to count the cost of 
changes, but that is far different 
from never even considering the 
questions because of fear or inertia. 

There’s no guarantee my plant is 
going to live in its new home, even 
without the constraints of the plastic 
pot.  But I want to give it a chance.  
Ultimately, my plant is a living thing, 
meant to grow.   So are you.  May 
you find a deeper, greater, truer 
connection to the Source of life this 
week. 

Pastor Susan Rice 
 

 

GET CONNECTED – Bloom So-
cial Groups a great way to 
connect with people who 
have similar interests and life 
situations.  Groups include the 
Bistro Lunch Group and the 
newly formed Senior Café.   

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
WOAC Events, So-
cial Groups and 
Information by visit-
ing our website at 
www.woac.net  

 

 

 

 

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE is a 
great source of information for 
new comers to France, whether 
you’re moving here or just visit-
ing.  Held at American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings 
after the 11:00 am service and 
before the 1:30 pm contempo-
rary service.  Stop by and you’ll 
find information regarding ac-
tivities of the American Church, 
cultural events in Paris, shop-
ping, the metro system, and 
much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is hap-
pening within the WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter . 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 
PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi-cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

New Contemporary Wor-
ship Service is held each 
Sunday at 1:30 pm.  

For more information 
check ACP’s fabulous new 
website www.acparis.org 
or phone 01 40 62 05 00. 
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SoUL FOODSoUL FOODSoUL FOODSoUL FOOD    
by Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Riceby Pastor Susan Rice    

New To Paris? 

“Self-protection and 

convenience often 

come at the expense of 

potential for growth” 
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Schedule of Events 

• Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible 
Study 10:00 - 12:00 

• May 13th Strawberry Tea         
13:00 - 15:00 

•  May 27th Combined Coffee Group 
Evening Cocktail Party            
19:00 - 21:00 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 
Ladies Bible Study 
 

7 
 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 
Ladies Bible Study 
Strawberry Tea 

14 15 16 17 
Senior Café 

18 19 20 
Ladies Bible Study 
 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 
Ladies Bible Study 
Evening Cocktail 
Party  

28 29 30 31 

       

May 2008 
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Co-Chairs.  Please contact Ingrid Wills 
for more information at  

woac_president@yahoo.com 

Be a part of the Bloom Team!  

Bloom Social Group Leaders – 
Bloom Social Groups are established 
for people with similar interests and 
life situations.  Groups include the 
Bistro Lunch Group and the newly 
formed Senior Café.  The Group 
Leaders schedule meeting time and 
place, communicate with the group 
about meetings, and respond to in-
quiries about the group.  The position 
does not require hosting the meetings.  
Please contact Patti Bravard at 

pbravard@torchlake.com .  

Bloom Book Front & Back Cover 
Art 

Do you have a great photo? An oil, 
pastel, watercolor, acrylic painting that 
you have done or know of someone 
that has done that would be   PER-
FECT for the cover or back?  The 
Bloom Policy Committee is soliciting 
art for the 38th edition.  Submissions 
for front and back covers must be in 
A4 format. Any 2 dimensional art me-
dium will be considered. All original 
art works will be returned to the artist. 
Deadline for submission is 15 May, 
2008. Please deliver submissions to 
ACP reception. Attention: Bloom Book 
Editors  

 

Paris I Coffee Group Co-Leader  

Work with long time Paris I Leader 
Kristina Soleymanlou and make new 
friends, while planning fun monthly 
coffees.  For more information, please 
contact  Coffee Groups Coordinator 
Paulyn at 06 75 90 63 92 or email:  

thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg 

 

Bloom Where You’re Planted/Bloom 
While You Work Fall 2008 Programs 

We’re putting together the Fall 
Bloom Team and have many posi-
tions available involving both small 
are larger time commitments.  A 
Bloom Planning Kick-off party will 
be held soon to recruit Committee 

Evening Bible Study  

The “Life & Ministry of the Mes-
siah” Faith Lesson DVD series 
with Bible teacher and historian, 
Ray Vander Laan, filmed on loca-
tion in Israel continues to meet 
every other Friday evening.  

Ladies’ Bible Study  

“Discovering the Christian Life” 
is held each Tuesday morning 
from 10:00 - noon at the home of 
Louise Richardson near Metro 
Passy.   

For details on Bible Studies please 
contact Paulyn at 06 75 90 63 92 or 
email:  

thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

Senior Café & Games  

Come play a round of Scrabble or 
Bingo or laugh yourself silly 
drawing pictures while having a 
go at Pictionary. Primarily looking 
for Seniors, we welcome all ages 
to share café, tea and patisseries. 
The price of entry is simply you 
with your good humour, but 
please confirm your attendance at 
address or mobile below: 

Where: Liza’s Apt -  Bldg has ele-
vator, Easy access by metro or bus. 

RSVP for address and details:  
lizafiorentinos@hotmail.com or 
phone  06 74 82 43 41  

Next Meeting 14:00 on May 17th 

  

WOAC Cooking Classes 

WOAC member Susan Hanson 
organizes cooking classes for 
anyone.  Join the fun, improve 
your French and to get to know 
group members at the same time.  

For information, please contact 
Susan at: 

tomandsusanhanson@gmail.com 

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 

Looking for a way to give back to the 
community and perform a worth-
while service for others in need?  The 
Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 
Committee of the ACP supervises 
activities for Habitat for Humanity, 
Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Or-
phanage, Refugee Mission, other 
orphanage missions, and ACAT 
(Action des Chrétiens pour l’aboli-
tion de la torture).  Please contact 
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier 

Friday Mission Lunch Program 

The ACP is currently in need of a 
coordinator for the ACP’s once a 
month responsibility for the Friday 
Mission Lunch Program.  It is a 
half day, once a month commit-
ment, working with a very dy-
namic group of volunteers and is a 
wonderful way to serve your com-
munity.  To volunteer or obtain 
more information, please contact 
Kristie Worrel at  
kristieworrel@hotmail.com.  

at ursulaperrier@gmail.com for 
more information.  

W EL COMI NG  I NF ORMI NG  CONNE CTI NG  S U PPOR TI NG 

WOAC Volunteer Opportunities 

WOAC Activities 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities 
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Workshop attendess are requested 
to bring 15 pages, double-spaced to 
the first class, during which there 
will be general discussion of the 
craft of writing fiction. In addition, 
we will cover publishing aspects of 
writing—how to go about getting an 
agent, writing a cover letter, what to 
expect from the publishing world 
today.   

All criticism will be constructive, 
pointing out strengths as well as 
weaknesses and making suggestions 
for improvement.  For more details 
go to www.nahidrachlin.com and 
click on Workshop 2008. 

Author Nahid Rachlin, who shared 
with us her memoirs Persian Girls at 
a recent WOAC Coffee will be back 
in Paris this summer and teaching a 
writing workshop in July.  

Paris Writers Workshop, a five day 
fiction workshop will be held the 
week of July 7—11, from 9:00 to 
noon.  The course will focus on 
building full real characters, devel-
oping believable three-dimensional, 
complex people within the context 
of plot, dialog, viewpoint and voice.  
The sessions will be devoted mainly 
to student’s own work, chapters of 
novels, memoirs, novellas, short 
stories, and short stories.   

Infertility Group Paris 

If you are currently dealing with infertility... 

We offer peer-to-peer support and information in English in a warm, friendly environment. 

Perhaps you are looking for practical information, like where to start in getting an infertility diagnosis or what to expect 
during tests and medical procedures. Sometimes you may just want to share your ups and downs on the infertility rol-
lercoaster with other English speakers who know what you are going through. Occasionally you may feel the need for 
extra emotional support when those medical appointments, blood tests and hormone treatments become just a little too 
much to juggle. Come meet other women facing primary and secondary infertility! 

If you have previously been treated for infertility, regardless of the type of treatment you have undergone or its out-
come, you can be a valuable resource for other women. Just by listening and exchanging stories, you can really make a 
difference to someone else and how they cope with infertility. 

Monthly FREE * meetings in Paris 

(*Drinks not included) 

For more information contact 

infertilityparis@yahoo.fr 

 

Yahoo discussion group 

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/infertility_support_france/ 
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Announcements 

Babylon Exhibition Tour at Musée du Louvre - Wednesday 28th May  at 13:00 

“Babylon” is the first-ever museum exhibition devoted solely to the ancient Near Eastern city to describe its history, culture and 
myth. The exhibition seeks to reconcile Babylon’s history with its legend. It explores the various stages in the foundation of the 
ancient city and the extent of its influence, as well as the way in which the Babylonian myth grew out of its historical reality. 
Through the centuries, the name “Babylon” has continued to ring with deep significance far and wide. Indeed, no city in world 
history has been more envied and feared, admired and reviled. And yet, beneath all of its trappings, from the most prestigious to 
the most vilified, Babylon is much more than a myth. This unprecedented exhibition brings together a rich and varied treasure 
trove of nearly 400 works, on loan from collections in 13 countries, with the aim of reconciling the legend of Babylon with its 
history. Spanning five millennia (from the end of the 2nd millennium B.C. to the beginning of the 20th century), it pays tribute 
both to the historical and cultural importance of this ancient city and the way in which its reality was later transformed into the 
mythical Babylon.  
Meet: 12.30 at Inverted Pyramid (Carrousel du Louvre) 
Price: Guide Fee€20 Mail check payable to ACWO to Genevieve Manderstam 54 Boulevard Maillot, 92200 Neuilly sur Seine 
Entrance to Louive: 9, 50 Euros per person, free for Musee de Louvre card holders 
RSVP: Genevieve Manderstam at manderstam@wanadoo.fr or 01 .46 24 63 57  



The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community 
outreach non-profit program of the American Church in 
Paris.  It is an active, international and inter-denominational 
group that helps people connect with each other through pro-
grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-
tual growth, study and service.  The WOAC offers programs 
and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the 
English speaking expatriate community.  Programs are run by 
volunteers and members of the WOAC.  Participation in any 
WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form 
is all it takes to   become a member.  The activities of the 
WOAC are open to all. 

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has 
been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.  
Throughout this time the women of the church have been 
reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever 
they are found. 

Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers 
in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-
ment.  Programs focus on informing newcomers to France, 
helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities 
to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their 
efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.  

 
Women of the American Church 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay 

Paris 7eme 

 
 

WOAC  
 

connecting people in Paris 
 
 

Bloom Book Sponsors 
The Bloom programs would 
not be possible without the 
very generous support of our 
sponsors.  The WOAC would 
like to thank and acknowledge 
our Orchid and Rose Level 
Sponsors: 

Brentano’s 
Expatica 

a good start in France 
Chateau Andelot 

Grospiron International 
Movers 

 

 

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities 
The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re 

Planted - How to Live in France is updated 
and published annually. Reach the English 
speaking Expat community in France by ad-
vertising in the Bloom Book.  The book is dis-
tributed to new arrivals at the Bloom Pro-
grams, as well as by many organizations, 
multinational corporations and relocation 
companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold all over the 
world, making advertising in the Bloom Book such a great 
value.  

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom Book ad 
in addition to other great benefits!  

Ad Rates 

 

The Bloom Book - The Practical Guide to Living in France 

 
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 

Fax: 01 40 62 05 11 
 

woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 
 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700.00€ 

1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375.00€ 

1/4 page 52mm wide by 82mm long 200.00€ 

1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100.00€ 


