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Over the past few
weeks, events in my life
have really made me focus
on time, how much or
how little depending on
the event. Having re-
cently celebrated our 26th
wedding anniversary,
there is the “Wow, we’ve
been married a long time”
thought. Facing the rap-
idly approaching depar-
ture of our daughter for
college this fall brings
thoughts of *“there’s not
enough time left.”

And looking at our
three years here, there is
all too familiar *“Where
has the time gone?” Fol-
lowed by the “hmmm.... |
really thought I’d be bi-
lingual by now” and “I
had hoped to see more of
France by now” thoughts.
All of which has moti-
vated me to get cracking
on my Things To Do
While Living in France
list.  As expat contracts
end and friends prepare to
move back or move on, it
is the one regret | hear
most often.

If you have a similar

Inside this issue:

list it might be time to
see what you’ve checked
off and what’s still on the
list. And if you don’t, it
might be time to write
your own.

Speaking of time,
there is still time left to
get your tickets to our
next big event the annual
Strawberry Tea! The tea
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will be held in the Senior
Pastor’s Apartment at
13:00 on Tuesday, May
13th.

This year’s music
performance is one you
won’t want to miss, as
we have two extremely
talented guests. Singer
Nicole Taylor will share
with us music she has
prepared for her upcom-
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ing audition, accompanied
by Fred Gramann, ACP’s
Music Director. In addi-
tion, there are a few sur-
prises that promise to
make this tea very memo-
rable.

Details of this lovely
afternoon event can be
found on pages 4 and 5 in
this edition. Tickets are 10
euros each and are avail-
able from the ACP recep-
tion desk, at this Sunday’s
Welcome Table and from
your Coffee Group Lead-
ers. If you would like to
purchase your tickets at
the door, please RSVP to
woac_president@yahoo.com

There is no better way
to enjoy a springtime af-
ternoon in Paris than with
friends, music and straw-
berries served along side
a tub of warm, dark fudge
dipping sauce...

Later this month we
have a combined Coffee
Groups Evening Cocktail
Party for members and
their spouses/partners. See
page 2 for details.
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WOAC Coffee Groups

Each month the WOAC hosts
neighborhood Coffee
Groups. The Coffee Groups
are international and inter-
denominational. ~ Currently
there are two active groups:

Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr.,
Boulogne, Billancourt,
Neuilly & Western Suburbs
Group Leaders Fiona Scott &
Kristina Soleymanlou

Paris II - All other Arrondis-
sements & any Southeast or
Southern Suburbs  Group
Leaders Regina Jorg and
Janet Charles

WOAC Coffee Groups meet
each month at members’
homes. Everyone is invited
to bring a small snack to
share, beverages are pro-
vided.

You are welcome at any
or all of the coffee
groups

Contact Paulyn Woodburn,
WOAC Coffee Group Coordina-
tor or any of our Coffee Group
Leaders through the WOAC web-
site at www.woac.net

The casual environment of our
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.

Following an hour of coffee and
conversation, the coffees typically

include a fun and informa-
tive program. Past programs
have included readings by
authors , how-to sessions in-
cluding getting organized,
jewellery, and make-overs, as
well as charity auctions.
Some months the program is
round table discussions, such
as sharing our favorite res-
taurants or our favorite

Join us Tuesday, May 27th from
19:00—21:00 for an lively eve-
ning of conversation and cock-
tails. This event is a great op-
portunity to bring

spouses/ partners and also to
meet WOAC members who
cannot attend daytime events.

Please bring a bottle of wine or
a savory snack to share. Cheese
and hors d” ceuvres will be pro-
vided.
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Where:

Kristina Soleymanlou’s new
home (M2-Victor Hugo)
Bring: a bottle of wine or a
savoury snack to share
RSVP:

For address & codes to Fiona
Scott at fionascott@mail.com
or phone 01 47 63 61 02
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SoUL FOOD

by Pastor Susan Rice
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“Self-protection and
convenience often ;
come at the expense of (
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Schedule of Events W Z ; )008
e Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible J

Study 10:00 - 12:00
13:00 - 15:00 1 2 3

e May 27th Combined Coffee Group
Evening Cocktail Party

19:00 - 21:00 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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Evening Bible Study

The “Life & Ministry of the Mes-
siah” Faith Lesson DVD series
with Bible teacher and historian,
Ray Vander Laan, filmed on loca-
tion in Israel continues to meet
every other Friday evening.

Ladies’ Bible Study

“Discovering the Christian Life”
is held each Tuesday morning
from 10:00 - noon at the home of
Louise Richardson near Metro
Passy.

For details on Bible Studies please
contact Paulyn at 06 75 90 63 92 or
email:

thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg
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Senior Café & Games

Come play a round of Scrabble or
Bingo or laugh vyourself silly
drawing pictures while having a
go at Pictionary. Primarily looking
for Seniors, we welcome all ages
to share café, tea and patisseries.
The price of entry is simply you
with your good humour, but
please confirm your attendance at
address or mobile below:

Where: Liza’s Apt - Bldg has ele-
vator, Easy access by metro or bus.

RSVP for address and details:
lizafiorentinos@hotmail.com or
phone 06 74 82 43 41

Next Meeting 14:00 on May 17th

WOAC Cooking Classes

WOAC member Susan Hanson
organizes cooking classes for
anyone. Join the fun, improve
your French and to get to know
group members at the same time.

For information, please contact
Susan at:

tomandsusanhanson@gmail.com

Paris I Coffee Group Co-Leader

Work with long time Paris I Leader
Kristina Soleymanlou and make new
friends, while planning fun monthly
coffees. For more information, please
contact Coffee Groups Coordinator
Paulyn at 06 75 90 63 92 or email:

thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg

Bloom Where You're Planted/ Bloom
While You Work Fall 2008 Programs

We're putting together the Fall
Bloom Team and have many posi-
tions available involving both small
are larger time commitments. A
Bloom Planning Kick-off party will
be held soon to recruit Committee
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Co-Chairs. Please contact Ingrid Wills
for more information at

woac_president@yahoo.com

Be a part of the Bloom Team!

Bloom Social Group Leaders -
Bloom Social Groups are established
for people with similar interests and
life situations. Groups include the
Bistro Lunch Group and the newly
formed Senior Café. The Group
Leaders schedule meeting time and
place, communicate with the group
about meetings, and respond to in-
quiries about the group. The position
does not require hosting the meetings.
Please contact Patti Bravard at
pbravard@torchlake.com .
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Bloom Book Front & Back Cover
Art

Do you have a great photo? An oil,
pastel, watercolor, acrylic painting that
you have done or know of someone
that has done that would be PER-
FECT for the cover or back? The
Bloom Policy Committee is soliciting
art for the 38th edition. Submissions
for front and back covers must be in
A4 format. Any 2 dimensional art me-
dium will be considered. All original
art works will be returned to the artist.
Deadline for submission is 15 May,
2008. Please deliver submissions to
ACP reception. Attention: Bloom Book
Editors

Friday Mission Lunch Program

The ACP is currently in need of a
coordinator for the ACP’s once a
month responsibility for the Friday
Mission Lunch Program. It is a
half day, once a month commit-
ment, working with a very dy-
namic group of volunteers and is a
wonderful way to serve your com-
munity. To volunteer or obtain
more information, please contact
Kristie Worrel at
kristieworrel@hotmail.com.

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach

Looking for a way to give back to the
community and perform a worth-
while service for others in need? The
Social Concerns/Mission Outreach
Committee of the ACP supervises
activities for Habitat for Humanity,
Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Or-
phanage, Refugee Mission, other
orphanage missions, and ACAT
(Action des Chrétiens pour l'aboli-
tion de la torture). Please contact
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier

at ursulaperrier@gmail.com for
more information.




Infertility Group Paris
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Monthly FREE * meetings in Paris
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infertilityparis@yahoo.fr
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http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/infertility support france/

Author Nahid Rachlin, who shared
with us her memoirs Persian Girls at
a recent WOAC Coffee will be back
in Paris this summer and teaching a
writing workshop in July.

Paris Writers Workshop, a five day
fiction workshop will be held the
week of July 7—11, from 9:00 to
noon. The course will focus on
building full real characters, devel-
oping believable three-dimensional,
complex people within the context
of plot, dialog, viewpoint and voice.
The sessions will be devoted mainly
to student’s own work, chapters of
novels, memoirs, novellas, short
stories, and short stories.
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Workshop attendess are requested
to bring 15 pages, double-spaced to
the first class, during which there
will be general discussion of the
craft of writing fiction. In addition,
we will cover publishing aspects of
writing—how to go about getting an
agent, writing a cover letter, what to
expect from the publishing world
today.

All criticism will be constructive,
pointing out strengths as well as
weaknesses and making suggestions
for improvement. For more details
go to www.nahidrachlin.com and
click on Workshop 2008.

Babylon Exhibition Tour at Musée du Louvre - Wednesday 28th May at 13:00
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The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community
outreach non-profit program of the American Church in
Paris. It is an active, international and inter-denominational
group that helps people connect with each other through pro-
grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-
tual growth, study and service. The WOAC offers programs
and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the
English speaking expatriate community. Programs are run by

women of the american church

| B volunteers and members of the WOAC. Participation in any

WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form

connecting people in Paris is all it takes to become a member. The activities of the
WOAC are open to all.

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has
been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.

N Throughout this time the women of the church have been

American Church in Paris reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever
L UET IOl they are found.
Paris 7eme
Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-
Fare O A EZ 0 I ment. Programs focus on informing newcomers to France,
woac logo designed by Maya Ayed helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities

to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their
efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.
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The Bloom programs would The world famous book,
not be possible without the is updated
very generous support of our and published annually. Reach the English
sponsors. The WOAC would speaking Expat community in France by ad-
like to thank and acknowledge vertising in the Bloom Book. The book is dis-
our Orchid and Rose Level tributed to new arrivals at the Bloom Pro-
Sponsors: grams, as well as by many organizations,
Brentano’s multinational corporations and relocation ;
. companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold all over the
Expatica world, making advertising in the Bloom Book such a great
value.

a good start in France
Chateau Andelot

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom Book ad
in addition to other great benefits!
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