
Ah, Rentrée - life 
returns to Paris, shops 
and restaurants  reopen, 
children go back to 
school and leaves are 
already falling. Rentrée 
also means Bloom is 
coming!   

For 38 years Bloom 
has been the premier 
event help newcomers 
make the most of of 
life in the city of light.  
This year’s program is 
packed with informa-
tive workshops and 
presentations by local 
experts & renowned 
authors.   

If you are new to 
France, or want an op-
portunity to meet new 
people, and have a 
fabulous experience, be 
sure to register for 
Bloom. You will find 
all the details about 
Bloom Where You’re 
Planted and Bloom 
While You Work, as 

well as registration 
forms on our website. 

 Kathleen Espinoza, 
and Dounia Nouini 
Bloom & Bloom 

Work  Directors need 
YOU! Here are just a 
few of the ways you 
can help and be a part 
of this worthwhile 
event:     

Hostesses – greet 
participants, help di-
rect people to the 
room they need,  be 
the friendly face of 
Bloom.  

Baked Goods – we 
recruit home baked 
goods for the morning 
coffee breaks at all the 
Bloom seminars. If 
you can donate some 
goodies, they will be 
lovingly consumed by 
grateful participants 
and volunteers. Bring 
them to ACP Sunday 
Oct 5th or Monday 
morning Oct 6th. 

Set Up/Take Down 
Crew – assist with the 
set up and take down of 
all equipment used for 
Bloom, including ta-
bles, chairs, table cov-
erings, printed materi-
als, etc. Help needed on 
Oct 5th, 6th & 7th, as 
well as Oct 10th & 
11th.  

Join the Bloom 
Team! Details on how 
to contact our Bloom 
Directors can be found 
on page 5.  

Please note the 
change in time for the 
Salad Luncheon on 
Monday, September 
22nd to 11:30 - 13:30.  
Details on the salad 
luncheon can be found 
on page 2.  I look for-
ward to seeing you 
there!   

 
 Ingrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid WillsIngrid Wills,  

President 
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TIME CHANGE—Please note the SALAD LUNCHEON 
on Monday, September 22nd will start at 11:30    



PARIS II September 23 
Join us Tuesday morning 10:00—
12:00 for coffee and conversation.  
Meet newcomers, see long-time 
friends and make some new ones. 
 
 
Where:  
Regina Jorg’s Apartment  
Paris 15eme - RSVP for details 
Bring: A snack to share 
RSVP: 
Paulyn Woodburn at 

thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

PARIS I  September 18  
Join us Thursday morning 10:00— 
noon  for coffee and conversation.  
Meet newcomers, see long-time 
friends and make some new ones. 
 
 
Where:  
Kathy Jones’ home in Neuilly  
RSVP for details 
Bring: A snack to share 
RSVP: 
Donna Morris at 
morrisdmm@gmail.com 

 

Each month the WOAC hosts 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  C o f f e e 
Groups.  The Coffee Groups 
are international and inter-
denominational.  Currently 
there are two active groups: 
 
Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr., 
Boulogne,  Bi l lancourt , 
Neuilly & Western Suburbs 
Group Leaders Donna Morris 
& Kristina Soleymanlou 
 
Paris II - All other Arrondis-
sements & any Southeast or 
Southern Suburbs   Group 
Leaders Regina Jorg and 
Janet Charles  
WOAC Coffee Groups meet 
each month at members’ 
homes.  Everyone is invited 
to bring a small snack to 
share, beverages are pro-
vided.   

You are welcome at any 
or all of the coffee 

groups 
 

Contact Paulyn Woodburn, 
WOAC Coffee Group Coordina-
tor or any of our Coffee Group 
Leaders through the WOAC web-
site at www.woac.net  
The casual environment of our 
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.   
Following an hour of coffee and 
conversation, the coffees typically 
include a fun and informative 

program. Past  programs 
have included readings by 
authors , how-to sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 
jewellery, and make-overs, as 
well as charity auctions.  
Some months the program is 
round table discussions, such 
as sharing our favorite res-
taurants or our favorite 
French travel destinations.   
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Coffee Group News 

WOAC Coffee Groups 

W EL COMI NG  I NF ORMI NG  CONNE CTI NG SU PPORTI NG 
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Join us on Monday, September 22nd for a Join us on Monday, September 22nd for a Join us on Monday, September 22nd for a Join us on Monday, September 22nd for a 
Salad Luncheon.  Please bring a salad to Salad Luncheon.  Please bring a salad to Salad Luncheon.  Please bring a salad to Salad Luncheon.  Please bring a salad to 
share.  Bread, beverages and dessert will be share.  Bread, beverages and dessert will be share.  Bread, beverages and dessert will be share.  Bread, beverages and dessert will be 
provided. provided. provided. provided.     
Please note the start time has been changed to Please note the start time has been changed to Please note the start time has been changed to Please note the start time has been changed to 
11:30.  The program will end promptly at 11:30.  The program will end promptly at 11:30.  The program will end promptly at 11:30.  The program will end promptly at 
13:30 due to a wedding being 13:30 due to a wedding being 13:30 due to a wedding being 13:30 due to a wedding being 
held in the adjoining Sanctuary. held in the adjoining Sanctuary. held in the adjoining Sanctuary. held in the adjoining Sanctuary.     
Meet in the Theatre at the Meet in the Theatre at the Meet in the Theatre at the Meet in the Theatre at the 
American Church in Paris. American Church in Paris. American Church in Paris. American Church in Paris.     

GET CONNECTED – Bloom So-
cial Groups a great way to 
connect with people who 
have similar interests and life 
situations.  Contact Pat 
Bravard through the WOAC 
Website contact form. 

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
WOAC Events, So-
cial Groups and 
Information by visit-
ing our website at 
www.woac.net  

 

 

 

 

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE is a 
great source of information for 
new comers to France, whether 
you’re moving here or just visit-
ing.  Held at American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings 
after the 11:00 am service and 
before the 1:30 pm contempo-
rary service.  Stop by and you’ll 
find information regarding ac-
tivities of the American Church, 
cultural events in Paris, shop-
ping, the metro system, and 
much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is hap-
pening within the WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter . 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 

PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi-cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

New Contemporary Wor-
ship Service is held each 
Sunday at 1:30 pm.  

For more information 
check ACP’s fabulous new 
website www.acparis.org 
or phone 01 40 62 05 00. 
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WOAC SALAD LUNCHEON WOAC SALAD LUNCHEON WOAC SALAD LUNCHEON WOAC SALAD LUNCHEON     

New To Paris? 
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Schedule of Events 

• Paris I Coffee Group              
Thursday September 18th 

• French Conversation Group     
Friday September 19th 

• WOAC Salad Luncheon               
Monday, September 22nd 

• Paris II Coffee Group                
Tuesday September 23rd 

Upcoming Fall Events 

• Morning Ladies Bible Study    
Every Tuesday 10:00 - 12:00 

• Bloom Where You’re Planted  
Monday & Tuesday, Oct 6 & 7 

•  Bloom While You Work          
Saturday, Oct 11 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 
 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 
Paris I   
Coffee Morning 

19 
French   
Conversation 

20 

21 22 
WOAC Salad   
Luncheon 

23 
Paris II   
Coffee Morning 
 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 
Ladies Bible   
Study Welcome 
Meeting 

   
 

 

31       

September 2008 

 

 

Jump start your social and professional network at BLOOM! 

38 years  
Connecting people in Paris! 

* Explore & Connect with:  

• over 60 Organizations for English speakers 

• new friends and neighbors 

• a Neighborhood Coffee Group 

•  Social Group 

• volunteer opportunities in the community 

* Learn & Discover:  
• how to make the most of your time in Paris  

• rich opportunities of living in Paris 

• the hidden treasures of Paris Museums   

• antique and flea market bargains  

• secrets of wine tasting from an expert  
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Bloom Where You’re Planted 

and 

Bloom While You “Work” 

Both programs at 

The American Church in Paris 

65 Quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris.   Tel:  01.40.62.05.00 

details and registration forms at www.woac.net 

Donation includes seminar and lunch, and one copy of  

Bloom Where You’re Planted-How To Live in France 
 the definitive English speaker’s guide-book to living in France  

with over 300 pages of helpful information  

Monday & Tuesday, Oct 6 & 7, 2008    9:00 am to 4:30 pmMonday & Tuesday, Oct 6 & 7, 2008    9:00 am to 4:30 pmMonday & Tuesday, Oct 6 & 7, 2008    9:00 am to 4:30 pmMonday & Tuesday, Oct 6 & 7, 2008    9:00 am to 4:30 pm    
Registration Minimum Donations: 

Before Sept 26 - 50€ Single/ 70€ Couples   Sept 27 to Oct 7 – 65€ Single / 85€ Couples 

To Attend both Bloom Oct 6 & 7 and Bloom Work Oct 11: 

Before Sept 26 – 70€       Sept 27 & after - 85€ 

Childcare is available for an additional fee – childcare must be pre-registered! 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 2008      9:00 am to 5:00 pmSaturday, Oct. 11, 2008      9:00 am to 5:00 pmSaturday, Oct. 11, 2008      9:00 am to 5:00 pmSaturday, Oct. 11, 2008      9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Registration Minimum Donations: 

Before Oct 3 - 40€ Single/ 70€ Couples   Oct 4 to Oct 11 – 55€ Single / 85€ Couples 

To Attend both Bloom Oct 6 & 7 and Bloom Work Oct 11: 

Before Sept 26 – 70€       Sept 27 & after - 85€ 
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WOAC Sunday Welcome Table  
The Welcome Table needs you! Volun-
teer one Sunday each month to be a part 
of this worthwhile outreach program of 
the WOAC. For more information, 
please contact Ingrid Wills at 
woac_president@yahoo.com 
 

Bloom Social Group Leaders – 
Bloom Social Groups are established 
for people with similar interests and 
life situations.  The Group Leaders 
schedule meeting time and place, com-
municate with the group about meet-
ings, and respond to inquiries about 
the group.  The position does not re-
quire hosting the meetings.   
 
 
 

Bistro Lunch Group  
New leader Suzanne Carp has started 
planning the Bistro Group luncheons 
for fall.  The first luncheon will be in 
October.  Check the October newslet-
ter for details.  Contact Suzanne to 
become a part or continue to partici-
pate with this fun group.  Contact 
Suanne at suzannecarp@aol.com  

Please contact Pat Bravard at 
pbravard@torchlake.com   
for info on  
Bloom  
Social  
Groups. 
 
 

Bloom Where You’re Planted/
Bloom While You Work Fall 2008  
Bloom Director Kathleen Espinoza 
and Bloom Work Director Dounia 
Nouia are putting together their Fall 
Bloom Teams.  There are many posi-
tions available involving both small 
are larger time commitments.  
For more information please contact: 
Kathleen-bloomers08@gmail.com 
Dounia-BloomWorkParis@yahoo.fr  

Be a part of the Bloom Team!  
 
 
 
 

Conversation Group  
Practice your French in a relaxed 
friendly, supportive environment.  
The Conversation Group is facili-
tated by native French speaker 
Cathy Boutard.  The group meets 
in members’ homes.  Contact 
Cathy at cathyboutard@yahoo.fr 
for more information or if you 
would like to host the September 
meeting.  WOAC Cooking Classes 

Susan Hanson organizes cooking 
classes for anyone.  Join the fun, 
improve your French and to get to 
know group members at the same 
time. Please contact Susan at: 
tomandsusanhanson@gmail.com 

Ladies’ Bible Study  
A new series is starting with a 
welcome meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept 30th from 10:00 until noon. 
“Jesus, the One and Only” video 
series taught by Beth More was 
partly filmed in Israel.  Get to 
know Jesus intimately….as 
though you had walked with 
Him during His days of earthly 
ministry.  Contact Paulyn Wood-
burn at 06 75 90 63 92 or email:  
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 
Looking for a way to give back to the 
community and perform a worth-
while service for others in need?  The 
Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 
Committee of the ACP supervises 
activities for Habitat for Humanity, 
Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Or-
phanage, Refugee Mission, other 
orphanage missions, and ACAT 
(Action des Chrétiens pour l’aboli-
tion de la torture).  Please contact 
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier 

Friday Mission Lunch Program 
The ACP is currently in need of a 
coordinator for the ACP’s once a 
month responsibility for the Friday 
Mission Lunch Program.  It is a 
half day, once a month commit-
ment, working with a very dy-
namic group of volunteers and is a 
wonderful way to serve your com-
munity.  To volunteer or obtain 
more information, please contact 
Kristie Worrel at  
kristieworrel@hotmail.com.  

at ursulaperrier@gmail.com for 
more information.  

W EL COMI NG  I NF ORMI NG  CONNE CTI NG  S U PPOR TI NG 

WOAC Volunteer Opportunities 

WOAC Activities 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities 
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You're Invited!  Join WICE as we launch a new year of activities and celebrate our 30th anniversary 
Fête de la Rentrée           September 30th, 2008             3-7 pm  

 
Whether you’re new to Paris or a long-time resident, whatever your nationality or profession, WICE is a dynamic way to 
expand your knowledge, your network of friends and your fun in Paris‹all in a friendly English-speaking environment.  
 
Come and find out more at the Fête de la Rentrée. Learn about (and taste!) wines with the connoisseurs from La 
Dernière Goutte. Be inspired by the words of noted Paris authors. Discover hidden gems of Paris with WICE walking-
tour experts. Find out about WICE classes and member benefits. Win prizes.   
 
We look forward to seeing you. It’s fun and free. So bring your friends!  

70 rue Falguière  75015 
 01.45.66.75.50  

www.wice-paris.org  

Infertility Group Paris 
If you are currently dealing with infertility... 

We offer peer-to-peer support and information in English in a warm, friendly environment. 

Perhaps you are looking for practical information, like where to start in getting an infertility diagnosis or what to expect 
during tests and medical procedures. Sometimes you may just want to share your ups and downs on the infertility rol-
lercoaster with other English speakers who know what you are going through. Occasionally you may feel the need for 
extra emotional support when those medical appointments, blood tests and hormone treatments become just a little too 
much to juggle. Come meet other women facing primary and secondary infertility! 

If you have previously been treated for infertility, regardless of the type of treatment you have undergone or its out-
come, you can be a valuable resource for other women. Just by listening and exchanging stories, you can really make a 
difference to someone else and how they cope with infertility. 

Monthly FREE * meetings in Paris 

For more information contact: infertilityparis@yahoo.fr 

Yahoo discussion group 

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/infertility_support_france/ 
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Announcements 

Looking for Owners: Custody, Research, and Restitution of Art Stolen in France During WWII 
This landmark exhibition, first presented in Jerusalem, and now at Musee d'art et d'histoire du Judaisme brings together more 
than 590 paintings, from the 17thc Dutch still-lifes to French Impressionist landscapes by major artists including Delacroix, 
Courbet, and Monet - to explore the complex history behind the Musees Nationaux de Recuperation [MNR] which still has in 
its custody over 15,000 objects and works of art which were looted in France at the height of WW11.  The exhibition's main 
focus is on the progress of research and restitution of these works to their rightful owners in the past 10 years. 
 

Date:  Monday 29th September 2008 
Time:  2.30pm.  Meeting place 2.00 pm in the entrance hall of the museum. 
Where:  Musee d'art et d'histoire du Judaisme, Hotel de Saint-Aignan, 71, rue du Temple, 75003 Paris Meeting Place:  After 
going through security and crossing the courtyard, meet at the 'billeterie' in the main entrance hall [to the right when you come 
through the doors].  Allow an extra 10 minutes for this. 
 

Metro:  Hotel de Ville [line 1] or Rambuteau [line 11] 
Parking:  Beaubourg, Centre Pompidou, Hotel de Ville 
English Speaking Guide Fee:  20 €  Please send check payable to: 

ACWO. and mail to Genevieve Manderstam, 54, Boulevard Maillot 92200 Neuilly-Sur-Seine. 
Group Entrance Fee:  5 €  [please have exact change in hand] 
RSVP:  Genevieve at manderstam@wanadoo.fr or call 01.46.24.63.57 [before 7.00pm 



The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community 
outreach non-profit program of the American Church in 
Paris.  It is an active, international and inter-denominational 
group that helps people connect with each other through pro-
grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-
tual growth, study and service.  The WOAC offers programs 
and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the 
English speaking expatriate community.  Programs are run by 
volunteers and members of the WOAC.  Participation in any 
WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form 
is all it takes to   become a member.  The activities of the 
WOAC are open to all. 

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has 
been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.  
Throughout this time the women of the church have been 
reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever 
they are found. 

Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers 
in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-
ment.  Programs focus on informing newcomers to France, 
helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities 
to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their 
efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.  

 
Women of the American Church 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay 

Paris 7eme 

 
 

WOAC  
 

connecting people in Paris 
 
 

Bloom Book Sponsors 
The Bloom programs would 
not be possible without the 
very generous support of our 
sponsors.  The WOAC would 
like to thank and acknowledge 
our Orchid and Rose Level 
Sponsors: 

Brentano’s 
a good start in France 

Grospiron International 
Movers 

 

 

 

 

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities 
The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re 
Planted - How to Live in France is updated 
and published annually. Reach the English 
speaking Expat community in France by ad-
vertising in the Bloom Book.  The book is dis-
tributed to new arrivals at the Bloom Pro-
grams, as well as by many organizations, 
multinational corporations and relocation 
companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold all over the 
world, making advertising in the Bloom Book such a great 
value.  

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom Book ad 
in addition to other great benefits!  

Ad Rates 

 

The Bloom Book - The Practical Guide to Living in France 

 
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 

Fax: 01 40 62 05 11 
 

woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 
 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700.00€ 

1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375.00€ 

1/4 page 52mm wide by 82mm long 200.00€ 

1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100.00€ 


