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 I would like to take this opportunity to say a big Thank You to 
Ingrid Wills for all her hard work with the WOAC over the past 3 years. 
Many of you may not be aware that Ingrid and her husband have relocated to 
London, thus making it necessary for her to reluctantly step down as the 
WOAC President. The WOAC owes an enormous debt of gratitude to Ingrid 
for shouldering so much work, without which WOAC would have been very 
hard pressed to continue during a period when we were acutely short of 
volunteers. She has been Vice President, President, Newsletter Editor, 
Bloom Director, she has been very involved in production and updating of 
the Bloom Book, she has produced the PowerPoint presentation on medical 
matters for the Bloom program and she has updated the WOAC computer 
systems.  In fact, there isn’t a single area of WOAC business that Ingrid has 
not been involved with in some capacity or other over the past three years. 
Thank you so much, Ingrid for your wonderful contribution. 
 I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce Amy Loewen 
as our new Vice President.  Amy is new to Paris but has a real desire to 
serve the people of the WOAC.  I hope you all have the chance to meet Amy 
in the coming months.  There are a lot of other changes happening with the 
WOAC, people coming and going, as is the normal situation in Paris.  Please 
keep a close eye on the website www.woac.net so that you can keep up to 
date with our activities. 
 It is a privilege for me to serve you as your new President. 
 

Christy de LooperChristy de LooperChristy de LooperChristy de Looper,  
President 
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PARIS II    
For info on the Paris II Coffee 
Group, contact: 
Paulyn Woodburn at 0675906392 or 
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg 

 

February 12, 10 am– 12 noon    
Come hear historian Arlene Gross 
talk about Washington’s and Lafay-
ette’s roles in the Ameri-Franco 
relations in the 18th century.  Cof-
fee morning and talk at Deb 
Smidt’s apartment in the 7th (near 
Ecole Militaire).  Please bring a 
snack to share and contact Paulyn 
Woodburn for address, by email: 
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg 

PARIS I   
Join the Paris I Coffee Group and 
get updates by email.  Contact 
Donna Morris at 0627311772 or 
morrisdmm@gmail.com. 

 
February 19, 10 am—12 noon 
Come listen to a talk “LIFE is too 
short for PAPERWORK”, by a profes-
sional organizing consultant, Rachel 
Claret, MSM, who will share two sim-
ple keys for getting organized. 
Where: Thuan Mai, ave. Victor Hugo 
(75116). Please bring a snack to share 
and RSVP to Paulyn Woodburn for 
address at  0675906392 or 
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

Each month the WOAC hosts 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  C o f f e e 
Groups.  The Coffee Groups 
are international and inter-
denominational.  Currently 
there are two active groups: 
 
Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr., 
Boulogne,  Bi l lancourt , 
Neuilly & Western Suburbs 
Group Leaders Donna Morris 
& Kristina Soleymanlou 
 
Paris II - All other Arrondis-
sements & any Southeast or 
Southern Suburbs   Group 
Leaders Regina Jorg and 
Janet Charles  
WOAC Coffee Groups meet 
each month at members’ 
homes.  Everyone is invited 
to bring a small snack to 
share, beverages are pro-
vided.   

You are welcome at any 
or all of the coffee 

groups 

 

Contact Paulyn Woodburn, 
WOAC Coffee Group Coordina-
tor or any of our Coffee Group 
Leaders through the WOAC web-
site at www.woac.net  
The casual environment of our 
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.   
Following an hour of coffee and 
conversation, the coffees typically 

include a fun and informa-
tive program. Past  programs 
have included readings by 
authors , how-to sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 
jewellery, and make-overs, as 
well as charity auctions.  
Some months the program is 
round table discussions, such 
as sharing our favorite res-
taurants or our favorite 
French travel destinations.   
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Coffee Group News 

WOAC Coffee Groups 
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Bloom Announcements  

Schedule of Events 

• ACP Multicultural Couples’ Group 
Potluck, 8 pm.                  
Friday, February 6   

• Paris II Coffee Group, 10 am—12 
pm           
Thursday, February 12 

• Paris I Coffee Group, 10 am—12 
pm                   
Thursday, February 19                 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 
 

3 
 
 

4 5 6 ACP 
Multicultural 
Couples’ Group 

7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 Paris II 
Coffee Group 
 

13 
  

14 

15 16 
 

17 18 19 Paris I  
Coffee Group 
 

20 21 

 

22 23 24 

 
25 26 27 

 

28 

       

February 2009 

. 
Spring Bloom is just around the corner on March 16.  Due to the changing needs of 
the Ex Pat community, this Bloom is going to have a different format and we hope it 

will be a really great orientation for newcomers to Paris. Please watch the website 
www.woac.net for the information and registration form, and tell all your friends 

who are new to Paris.  
 

Also Bloom While You Work will be happening on March 14. This one day program 
is designed for those who plan on working in Paris, and again, please see the website 

for all the information. 
 
 

Calling for artwork/photos for  the  Bloom Book! 
For the 39th edition of the Bloom Book, we are looking for artwork/photos 
for the front and back cover.  Please do not send originals.  The artwork/
photos must be in A4 size format.  Please send your contributions to 
“Bloom Book editor” at the American Church by the end of April.   

 
 
 
 

F EB RU AR Y 20 09  



Bloom Social Group  
Leaders  

Bloom Social Groups are 
established for people with 
similar interests and life 
situations.  The Group 
Leaders schedule meeting 
time and place, communi-
cate with the group about 
meetings, and respond to 
inquiries about the group.  
The position does not re-
quire hosting the meetings.  
Please contact Pat Bravard 
at pbravard@torchlake.com   
for info on Bloom Social 
Groups. 

Sunday Welcome Table  
The Welcome Table needs 
you! Join a Welcome Table 
team and help newcomers to 
Paris.  Volunteer one Sunday 
each month to be a part of 
this worthwhile outreach 
program of the WOAC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conversation Group  
Practice your French in a relaxed 
friendly, supportive environment.  
The Conversation Group is facilitated 
by native French speaker Cathy Bou-
tard.  The group meets in members’ 
homes.   
Contact Cathy at  
cathyboutard@yahoo.fr for more in-
formation or if you would like to host 
a meeting.  
 
Bistro Lunch Group  
Suzanne Carpenter has taken over 
organizing the monthly Bistro Lunch-
eons:  Contact Suzanne by email to 
get details each month at: 
szannecarp@aol.com  
Hope to see you there! 

Ladies’ Bible Study  
Join our new series on Tuesdays, from 
10:00 until noon. 
“Jesus, the One and Only” video series 
taught by Beth More was partly filmed 
in Israel.  Get to know Jesus inti-
mately….as though you had walked 
with Him during His days of earthly 
ministry.   
Contact Paulyn Woodburn at       06 75 90 
63 92 or email:  
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

 

WOAC Volunteer Opportunities 

WOAC Activities 

Publicity & Public Relations Co-
ordinator  

Help publicize WOAC events 
and coordinate our public rela-
tions activities.  Prior experience 
is a plus, but not required.  
For more information, please 
contact Christy de Looper-
woac_president@yahoo.com 
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GET CONNECTED – Bloom So-
cial Groups  are a great 
way to connect with people 
who have similar interests and 
life situations.  Contact Pat 
Bravard through the WOAC 
Website contact form. 

Stay up to date with 
the latest WOAC 
Events, Social Groups 
and Information by 
visiting our website at 
www.woac.net  

 

 

 

 

 

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE is a 
great source of information for 
new comers to France, whether 
you’re moving here or just visit-
ing.  Held at American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings 
after the 11:00 am service and 
before the 1:30 pm contempo-
rary service.  Stop by and you’ll 
find information regarding ac-
tivities of the American Church, 
cultural events in Paris, shop-
ping, the metro system, and 
much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is hap-
pening within the WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter . 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 
PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi-cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

For more information on all ACP 
activities log onto  
www.acparis.org  

or phone 01 40 62 05 00. 
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New To Paris? 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities & Events 
Friday Mission Lunch Program 

Every Friday, the Mission Lunch 
Program provides a free, cooked 
lunch to those in need at the host 
church The American Cathedral, 
located at 23 avenue George V in 
the   8th arrondissement.  

ACP organizes the lunch on the 
second Friday of each month, but 
volunteers are needed every 
week for cooking, serving and 
c l e a n i n g  u p  
Contact Kristie Worrel at:  

kristieworrel@hotmail.com  

 

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 

Looking for a way to give back to the 
community and perform a worthwhile 
service for others in need?  The Social 
Concerns/Mission Outreach Committee 
of the ACP supervises activities for 
Habitat for Humanity, Friday Mission 
Lunch, Rafiki Orphanage, Refugee Mis-
sion, other orphanage missions, and 
ACAT (Action des Chrétiens pour l’abo-
lition de la torture).   

For more information, please contact 
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier : 
ursulaperrier@gmail.com  

ACP Multicultural Couples’ 
Group 

We  meet once a month in 
the Thurber Room where 
we enjoy a potluck supper, 
great fellowship and 
fascinating cross-cultural 
discussion.  

Come and join us if  you 
have two  or more cultures 
represented in your 
relationship! 

The next meeting is a 
potluck scheduled for 
February 6 at 8 pm. For 
more information, contact 
Martha Randy at the ACP. 



 

Upcoming Events at The  American Library  in Paris 
Here is a list of the upcoming events  in February 2009 at the American Library  in Paris.  

Unless indicated, the events are free and take place at  The American Library in Paris, 10 rue du Général 
Camou, 75007.  For more information,  please consult the website for The American Library, send an email 
to communications@americanlibraryinparis.org, or call 01 53 59 12 67. 

          Feb 3 19:30 SCBWI@The Library 

   Savoi Faire:  Tioka Tokedira talks about “What it really takes to get a children’s  
   book published”.  

          Feb 5 19:30 Talk about Art 

   Cheryl Bolden presents “Images of Blacks in Western Art”. 

          Feb 6 19:00 Celebrate Black History Month (ages 12+) 

   Why do we celebrate Black History Month?  Join Cheryl Bolden to learn more. 

          Feb 7 15:00 Just for Fun (ages 6-12) 

   Author talk  and poetry writing session with Oriel Protopopescu. 

          Feb 11 19:30 Evenings with an Author 

   Biographer Bernard Vincent presents “Abraham Lincoln Remembered”. 

          Feb 18 19:30 Evenings with an Author 

   Novelist Ward Just presents “Exiles in the Garden”. 

          Feb 25 19:30 Evenings with an Author 

   Novelist Diane Johnson presents “Lulu in Marrakech”. 
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Announcements 
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Paris is Yours—February meetings 
The Middle Ages in Paris—Discover the sentinels of the so-called Dark Ages in Paris– 

Le Marais—Thursday, Feb. 5, 10 am to 1 pm with a break in a traditional tea-room. 
Contact: Marielle,  an historian and an expert on expat issues—06 19 07 70 78 or 

contact@alceis.com.  www.alceis.com 
 

La Coeur de Femmes 
This is a woman’s shelter supported by the American Women’s Group.  They are in 
need of warm clothes, reading materials, toiletries, etc.  If you would like to donate 

unwanted items, please bring them with you and Paulyn Woodburn will see that they are 
delivered. 

 
Skin Care by Kristina 

Facials tailored to your skin’s needs; treatment includes cleansing, exfoliation, steam, 
extractions, customized mask, head, face, neck, shoulder massage, and a finishing 
treatment.  Also available: Glycolic, Lympathic, Muscle toning and Eye treatments.  
LYMPATHIC DRAINAGE TREATMENTS.  ALL NATURAL, ALL SAFE!!  Kristina 

06.20.43.06.58 or skincarebykristina@wanadoo.fr. 
 

Pretty in Paris 
Basic Makeup—125 euros; Makeup lesson—200 euros; Hair and Makeup—250 euros. 
Special Events and Other—200 euros. +.  Contact: Brigitte Bigeard—06.61.12.22.34. 

livevocals7@yahoo.com. http://prettyoneinparis.blogspot.com. 



SOS Help Spring Volunteer Training 
 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity in 2009 ? 

 

How about SOS Help, the confidential listening line in English ? SOS Help provide train-
ing for their Listeners and the next course starts on March 14th 2009. 

 

Listener training covers topics from basic listening skills and questioning techniques to 
self–awareness in interpersonal transactions and facilitating caller goals. Hands-on train-
ing, where trainees double listen with experienced volunteers, are scheduled from early in 
the course to give trainees a realistic idea of the nature of the line and the expectations of 
the callers.  

 

So if you are interested in people, empathetic  and non-judgmental, come to a recruitment 
information session at the American Church, 65 Quai d’Orsay , 75007 Paris on either:  
Wednesday 4th Feb, OR Tuesday 10th Feb. 

 

www.soshelpline.org // 01 46 21 46 46 from 3 to 11pm// soshelprecruitment@gmail.com 
 

F EB RU AR Y 20 09  Page 7 



The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community 
outreach non-profit program of the American Church in 
Paris.  It is an active, international and inter-denominational 
group that helps people connect with each other through pro-
grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-
tual growth, study and service.  The WOAC offers programs 
and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the 
English speaking expatriate community.  Programs are run by 
volunteers and members of the WOAC.  Participation in any 
WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form 
is all it takes to   become a member.  The activities of the 
WOAC are open to all. 

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has 
been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.  
Throughout this time the women of the church have been 
reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever 
they are found. 

Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers 
in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-
ment.  Programs focus on informing newcomers to France, 
helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities 
to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their 
efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.  

 
Women of the American Church 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay 

Paris 7eme 

 
 

WOAC  
 

connecting people in Paris 
 
 

Bloom Book Sponsors 
The Bloom programs would not 
be possible without the very gen-
erous support of our sponsors.  
The WOAC would like to thank 
and acknowledge the following 
Sponsors: 

ORCHID LEVEL 
The American Church 

in Paris 
Angloinfo 
Brentano’s 

 
ROSE LEVEL 

a good start in France 
American Hospital in 

Paris 
Paris Playground 

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities 

The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re Planted - 
How to Live in France is updated & published annually. 
Reach the English speaking Expat community in France 
by advertising in the Bloom Book. The book is distributed 
to new arrivals at the Bloom Programs, as well as by 
many organizations, multinational corporations and relo-
cation companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold 
all over the world, making advertising in the Bloom Book 
such a great value.  

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom 
Book ad in addition to other great benefits!  

Ad Rates 

 

The Bloom Book - The Practical Guide to Living in France 

 
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 

Fax: 01 40 62 05 11 
 

woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 
 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700.00€ 

1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375.00€ 

1/4 page 52mm wide by 82mm long 200.00€ 

1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100.00€ 


