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March is here and spring is almost upon us. We’ve endured a cold winter and look 
forward with great anticipation to warmer days ahead and ways to meet new people and 
make new friends. As you will see in the newsletter, we have some very exciting 
activities coming up. For those of you who are new to Paris, please note our Bloom 
Where You’re Planted (March 16) and Bloom While You Work (March 14) seminars 
(page 4). These are exciting and helpful one-day events to help you settle into your new 
life here and connect with other people. Included in a minimum donation which 
accompanies your registration is the comprehensive Bloom Where You’re Planted-
How To Live in France—the definitive English speaker’s guide-book to living in 
France, with over 300 pages of helpful information. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to invite you to our WOAC Salad Luncheon 
on March 30. This is a great way to welcome the new season. We look forward to the 
Organ and Stained Glass Window Tour with Fred Gramann, the American Church in 
Paris’ Music Director, which will take place after the luncheon. We will also hold our 
Annual General Meeting, where we will present and vote in our new officers for the 
upcoming year. Please bring a small salad to share; drinks and dessert will be provided. 
We hope to see you there. 

As you may know we said a sudden goodbye to our President Ingrid Wills in January. 
We would like to say a proper thank you to her for all her hard work with WOAC over 
the past several years. We will be hosting a party for her after the Bloom Where You’re 
Planted seminar on March 16, in the Library on the second floor of the church, from 
3:30pm - 5:30pm. If you would like to join us for this event you are most welcome. 
Please send a quick email to Arlene Gross on arlbru2004@yahoo.com so she has some 
idea of numbers. 

Lastly, we say another big thank you to Eun Hwa for her work on producing  the 
newsletter these past few months.  Thank you!  We value all our volunteers and their 
hard work. 

Christy de LooperChristy de LooperChristy de LooperChristy de Looper,  
President 
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PARIS II    
 
For info on the Paris II Coffee 
Group, contact 
Janet Charles at 
woaccoffee@yahoo.com.  
 
 
 
 

PARIS I   
 
Join the Paris I Coffee Group and 
get updates by email.  Contact 
Donna Morris at 0627311772 or 
morrisdmm@gmail.com. 

 
 

Each month the WOAC hosts 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  C o f f e e 
Groups.  The Coffee Groups 
are international and inter-
denominational.  Currently 
there are two active groups: 
 
Paris I - 8th, 16th, 17th Arr., 
Boulogne,  Bi l lancourt , 
Neuilly & Western Suburbs 
Group Leaders Donna Morris 
& Kristina Soleymanlou 
 
Paris II - All other Arrondis-
sements & any Southeast or 
Southern Suburbs   Group 
Leaders Regina Jorg, Janet 
Charles and Deb Smidt 
WOAC Coffee Groups meet 
each month at members’ 
homes.  Everyone is invited 
to bring a small snack to 
share, beverages are pro-
vided.   

You are welcome at any 
or all of the coffee 

groups 

 

Contact Paulyn Woodburn, 
WOAC Coffee Group Coordina-
tor or any of our Coffee Group 
Leaders through the WOAC web-
site at www.woac.net  
The casual environment of our 
coffees fosters fellowship, oppor-
tunities to make friends and per-
sonal growth.   
Following an hour of coffee and 
conversation, the coffees typically 
include a fun and informative 

program. Past  programs 
have included readings by 
authors , how-to sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 
jewellery, and make-overs, as 
well as charity auctions.  
Some months the program is 
round table discussions, such 
as sharing our favorite res-
taurants or our favorite 
French travel destinations.   
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Coffee Group News 

WOAC Coffee Groups 
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WOAC Salad Luncheon & AGM  

Schedule of Events 

• Bloom While You Work,  9 am- 
5:30 pm          
Saturday, March 14 

• Bloom Where You’re Planted, 9:30 
am-3pm                                      
Monday, March 16 

• Thank you party for Ingrid Wills, 
3:30 pm-5:30 pm        
Monday, March 16 

• Salad Luncheon and Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, 12:30-2:30 pm             
Monday, March 30                 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 
 

3 
 
 

4 5 6 7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 
  

14 Bloom 
While You 
Work 

15 16 Bloom 
Where You’re 
Planted; Party 

17 18 19 
 
 

20 21 

 

22 23 24 

 
25 26 27 

 

28 

29 30 Salad 
Luncheon and 
General Meeting 

31     

March 2009 

. 

Monday, March 30th 

12:30 – 2:30 pm 
  Theater at American Church in 

Paris 
Please bring a small salad to 

share. 
Beverages and desserts will be 

provided. 
A short program will follow the 

lunch 
An organ & stained glass windows tour 

by Fred Gramann 
Pre-arranged childcare will be available , please contact 

kjjonez@hotmail.com to confirm 

M AR CH 200 9  
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Bloom Announcements 

39 years  
Connecting people in 
Paris! 

Bloom Where You’re Planted – an information packed seminar filled with opportunities to 
connect with other people, organizations, and to find your niche in Paris.  Open to all who are new 

to Paris as well as those wanting more from their life in the city of lights.  

Jump start your social and professional network at BLOOM! 

     Paris’ foremost opportunity to launch a great Parisian experience! 

 Bloom Where You’re Planted 

Monday March 16th 2009 
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

PRE-Registration minimum donations: 

Before MARCH 13TH - 30€            DAY OF EVENT 40€ 

For Couples attending 

Before MARCH 13TH - 50€            DAY OF EVENT 60€ 

 

CHILDCARE is available for the day and MUST BE RESERVED IN ADVANCE 

& 
Bloom While You “Work” 
Saturday March 14th 2009 

9:00 am to 5:30 pm 

Registration Minimum Donations: 

Before MARCH 14TH - 55€ Single/70€ Couples   DAY OF EVENT 70€  

To Attend both Bloom PLANTED MARCH 16TH AND Bloom WORK MARCH 14TH IS 70€ 

Before MARCH 14TH – 70€       MARCH 14TH & after - 85€ 

Both programs at: 

The American Church in Paris 

65 quai d’Orsay, 75007 Paris.   Tel:  01.40.62.05.00 

details and registration forms at www.woac.net 

Donation includes seminar and lunch, and one copy of  

Bloom Where You’re Planted-How To Live in France 

 the definitive English speaker’s guide-book to living in France  

with over 300 pages of helpful information 

                                                  connecting people in Paris  
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Calling for artwork/photos for  the  Bloom 
Book! 

For the 39th edition of the Bloom Book, we 
are looking for artwork/photos for the 
front and back cover.  Please do not send 
originals.  The artwork/photos must be in 
A4 size format.  Please send your contribu-
tions to “Bloom Book editor” at the Ameri-
can Church by the end of April.   
 

Cooking Class Coordinator  
New coordinator needed to schedule and organ-
ize cooking classes at l’Atelier des Chefs or other 
cooking school.  A great opportunity to learn 
some French recipes, improve your French, get to 
know the group members better and have some 
fun at the same time.  Please contact WOAC 
Groups Coordinator, Paulyn Woodburn at 
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conversation Group  
Practice your French in a relaxed friendly, suppor-
tive environment.  The Conversation Group is fa-
cilitated by native French speaker Cathy Boutard.  
The group meets in members’ homes.   
Contact Cathy at  
cathyboutard@yahoo.fr for more information or if 
you would like to host a meeting.  
 
Bistro Lunch Group  
Suzanne Carpenter has taken over organizing the 
monthly Bistro Luncheons:  Contact Suzanne by 
email to get details each month at: 
szannecarp@aol.com  
Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 

Ladies’ Bible Study  
Join our new series on Tuesdays, from 
10:00 until noon. 
“Jesus, the One and Only” video series 
taught by Beth More was partly filmed 
in Israel.  Get to know Jesus inti-
mately….as though you had walked 
with Him during His days of earthly 
ministry.   
Contact Paulyn Woodburn at       06 75 90 
63 92 or email:  
thewoodburns2001@yahoo.com.sg  

 

WOAC Volunteer Opportunities 

WOAC Activities 
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SOS Help Spring Book Fair 
SOS Help’s Spring Book Fair will take place on March 28, 2009 from noon to 4 pm at St. Joseph’s Church, 
50 ave. Hoche, 75008 Paris (M° Etoile).  Donated books will be at the bargain prices of 1 Euro and 2 Euros, 
and homemade snacks will be available at the coffee corner.  

SOS Help welcomes donations of English books in good condition.  Please bring them to St. Joseph’s 
Church on March 27 and March 28, 2009 or otherwise contact soshelpbooksale@gmail.com.  
www.soshelpline.org // 01 46 21 46 46 

 

The Junior Guild of the American Cathedral’s Annual BBB Fair 
The Junior Guild of the American Cathedral will hold its annual BBB Fair (Books, Baked goods, 
Begonias and Boutique items) on Saturday, March 21, 2009 from 10 am to 4 pm and on Sunday, 
March 22, 2009 from noon to 3 pm.  Address: 23, ave. George V, 75008 Paris (M° George V or 
Alma-Marceau).  Entry: free.  

3rd Annual  Lifesprings Women’s Ministries Retreat 
May 8-10, 2009 in Lyon, France 

“Living in the Companionship of God” 

Guest Speaker: Janice Gutierrez and worship leader Tina Carey 

See Lifesprings website at www.lsprings.org.  Registration ends April 5, 2009. 

 

Upcoming Events at The  American Library  in Paris 
Here is a list of some of the upcoming events  in March 2009 at the American Library  in Paris.  

Unless indicated, the events are free and take place at  The American Library in Paris, 10 rue du Général 
Camou, 75007.  For more information,  please consult the website for The American Library, send an email 
to communications@americanlibraryinparis.org, or call 01 53 59 12 67. 

          March 4 19:30 Evenings with an Expert 

   “The International Herald Tribune: Current Challenges, Future Prospects.” Discus
   sion with Stephen Dunbar-Johnson, publisher, and Alison Smale, Executive Editor. 

          March 11 19:30 Evenings with an Author 

   William Jay Smith, former poet laureate of the United States, shares his memoir of 
   his life in France, “Dancing  in the Garden.” 

          March  14 19:00 WICE@The Library: Writers on Writing 

   A conversation with Susie Morgenstern, author of numerous children’s books as  
   well as “The Aspiring Writer’s Journal.” 

          March 17 19:30 Talk About Art 

   Chris Boïcos reveals the Paris of Toulouse-Lautrec.  A lecture and slide show. 

          March 18 19:30 Evenings with an Author 

   Gail Milissa Grant presents her memoir, “At the Elbows of My Elders: One Family’s 
   Journey Toward Civil Rights.” 

Movie Mates: Informal  Get Together Group To Meet for a Movie 

Come and watch English-speaking movies in “version originale” in an informal group setting.  Movie times 
will be chosen during the daytime hours during the week.  If you are interested, please contact Judy Hall at  

moviematesparis@aol.com.   
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GET CONNECTED – Bloom So-
cial Groups  are a great 
way to connect with people 
who have similar interests and 
life situations.  Contact Pat 
Bravard through the WOAC 
Website contact form. 

Stay up to date with 
the latest WOAC 
Events, Social Groups 
and Information by 
visiting our website at 
www.woac.net  

 

 

 

 

 

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE is a 
great source of information for 
new comers to France, whether 
you’re moving here or just visit-
ing.  Held at American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings 
after the 11:00 am service and 
before the 1:30 pm contempo-
rary service.  Stop by and you’ll 
find information regarding ac-
tivities of the American Church, 
cultural events in Paris, shop-
ping, the metro system, and 
much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is hap-
pening within the WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter . 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 
PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi-cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

For more information on all ACP 
activities log onto  
www.acparis.org  

or phone 01 40 62 05 00. 
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New To Paris? 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities & Events 
Friday Mission Lunch Program 

Every Friday, the Mission Lunch 
Program provides a free, cooked 
lunch to those in need at The 
American Cathedral (23 avenue 
George V in the 8th district).  

ACP organizes the lunch on the 
second Friday of each month, but 
volunteers are needed every 
week for cooking, serving and 
c l e a n i n g  u p .  
Contact Kristie Worrel at:  

kristieworrel@hotmail.com  

Lenten Season begins March 
1—Small Groups and Bible 
Study 
During Lent,, the ACP’s pastors 
are preparing a discussion guide 
for the small group Bible studies 
based upon the scriptures used 
in the forthcoming Sunday ser-
mon. Drop by the Welcome Ta-
ble during coffee hours for more 
information or contact Mary-
Claire King at                           
maryclaire.king@orange.fr.  

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach 

Looking for a way to give back to the 
community and perform a worthwhile 
service for others in need?  The Social 
Concerns/Mission Outreach Committee 
of the ACP supervises activities for 
Habitat for Humanity, Friday Mission 
Lunch, Rafiki Orphanage, Refugee Mis-
sion, other orphanage missions, and 
ACAT (Action des Chrétiens pour l’abo-
lition de la torture).   

For more information, please contact 
Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier : 
ursulaperrier@gmail.com  
 
Gospel Concert 
The ACP & the Rotary Club-Paris 
Champs-Elysées present “Gospel 
Dream” on March 31, 2009 at 8 pm.  
Cost of admission is 25 Euros.  Come 
for an evening of music, inspiration 
and fun at the ACP and help it to raise 
funds for Habitat for Humanity.  Please 
contact Daniel Grout at 06 60 44 16 58 
for more information.  
 

ACP Multicultural Couples’ 
Group 

We  meet once a month in the 
Thurber Room where we 
enjoy a potluck supper and 
fascinating cross-cultural 
discussion.   The next 
meeting will be on March 6, 
at 8 pm.  Bring a main dish or 
a dessert to pass. 

Our group includes members 
of all ages.  Come join us if  
you have two  or more 
cultures represented in your 
relationship!  For more 
information, contact Martha 
R a n d y  a t 
martha.randy@gmail.com. 



The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a community 

outreach non-profit program of the American Church in 

Paris.  It is an active, international and inter-denominational 

group that helps people connect with each other through pro-

grams of social interaction, cross-cultural awareness, spiri-

tual growth, study and service.  The WOAC offers programs 

and activities that are based on the interests and needs of the 

English speaking expatriate community.  Programs are run by 

volunteers and members of the WOAC.  Participation in any 

WOAC event and completion of the WOAC Membership form 

is all it takes to   become a member.  The activities of the 

WOAC are open to all. 

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has 

been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.  

Throughout this time the women of the church have been 

reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfilling needs wherever 

they are found. 

Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English speakers 

in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities for enrich-

ment.  Programs focus on informing newcomers to France, 

helping them adjust to their new life, providing opportunities 

to get connected and involved, and supporting them in their 

efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.  

 
Women of the American Church 

American Church in Paris 
65 quai d’Orsay 

Paris 7eme 

 
 

WOAC  
 

connecting people in Paris 
 
 

Bloom Book Sponsors 
The Bloom programs would not 
be possible without the very gen-
erous support of our sponsors.  
The WOAC would like to thank 
and acknowledge the following 
Sponsors: 

ORCHID LEVEL 
The American Church 

in Paris 
Angloinfo 
Brentano’s 

 
ROSE LEVEL 

a good start in France 
American Hospital in 

Paris 
Paris Playground 

Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities 

The world famous book, Bloom Where You’re Planted - 
How to Live in France is updated & published annually. 
Reach the English speaking Expat community in France 
by advertising in the Bloom Book. The book is distributed 
to new arrivals at the Bloom Programs, as well as by 
many organizations, multinational corporations and relo-
cation companies. The Bloom Book is collected and sold 
all over the world, making advertising in the Bloom Book 
such a great value.  

Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom 
Book ad in addition to other great benefits!  

Ad Rates 

 

The Bloom Book - The Practical Guide to Living in France 

 
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 

Fax: 01 40 62 05 11 
 

woac logo designed by Maya Ayed 
 

Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700.00€ 

1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375.00€ 

1/4 page 52mm wide by 82mm long 200.00€ 

1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100.00€ 


