
 

 

  Message from the President 

 

Dear Readers, 

It is hard to believe that rentrée is upon us already, where has the summer 
gone? I hope you have all had a restful summer and are ready for the hustle 
and bustle of life to begin again. I know that for those of you who have just 
moved to Paris this has not really been a restful time but most likely a stress 
invoking ordeal. I, for one, understand what you are going through and rest 
assured that things will eventually begin to feel normal. Pastor Laurie has 
some wonderful words of comfort and advice for us all on page 6.  

We are so excited about the many activities that are coming up. Please read 
carefully through the newsletter so that you can take full advantage of all 
that is on offer. You will notice that there are two new Bible studies (see 
page 5) and a new Book Club (see page 2). There is also a coffee morning on 
September 24. Please click on the link on page 2 to register your attendance. 
Children are most welcome, however, please let us know how many you 
will be bringing so we can plan for appropriate childcare.  

Donõt forget that Bloom Where Youõre Planted (October 5 & 6) and Bloom 
While You Work (October 3) are just around the corner. There are still 
volunteers needed, so if you have time and would like to help out, please 
send a quick email to Penny at ptollef@comcast.net. There will be many time 
slots and activities to choose from. If you are new to Paris, please think 
about attending one of these wonderful, informative seminars.  

Finally, we look forward to getting to know you and sharing some time 
together. 

 

 

      Christy de Looper 

      President 

October 2008 October 2008 
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Coming October 2009! 

mailto:ptollef@comcast.net


Recognizing the need for 
social interaction and stay-
ing connected, the WOAC 
Coffee Group meets each 
month at the co-chairsõ 
homes.  

 

The casual environment of 
our coffee mornings fosters 
fellowship, personal growth 
and opportunities to make 
friends and to culturally ad-
just to life in France.  

 

All are welcome and are in-
vited to bring a small snack 
to share; beverages are pro-
vided. Following an hour of 
coffee and conversation, the 
coffees typically include a 
fun and informative pro-
gram. Past programs have 
included readings by au-
thors, how-to-sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 

jewellery and make-overs, 
as well as charity auctions, 
Some months the program 
is round table discussions, 
such as sharing our favorite 
restaurants or our favorite 
French travel destinations.  

 

The Coffee Group is inter-
national and interdenomi-
national, and participation 
is free. The WOAC Coffee 
Group committee is run by 
volunteers:  

 

Donna Morris  

Communications & Publicity  

Deb Smidt & Kristina Soley-
manlou  

Hostessing & Hospitality  

Janet Charles  

Speakers and Advisory 

 

 

 

For more information or to 
sign up for the mailing list, 
contact Sarah Bettencourt, 
WOAC Groups Coordina-
tor at 
woac_groupscoordinator@
yahoo.com 
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News and Upcoming Events 

WOAC Coffee Groups and Book Club 

WELCOMING  INFORMING  CONNECTING SUPPORT ING  

WOAC ñ September Coffee Group 

Thursday, September 24  
10:00 amñ12:00pm 
RSVP on the link provided:  
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?

invi-

teId=QAOXORROEZMDQJNOXLUT&li=iq&src=em

ail&trk=aei6 

 

 
 

 
 

WOAC ð Book Club 

Tuesday, September 29  
10:00 amñ12:00pm at Sarah Bettencourt's home 

WOAC is starting our first BOOK CLUB!   We will 
be starting this fall and will continue on a monthly 
basis throughout the year.  

The first book will be Sarah's Key by Tatiana de 
Rosnay.  There is still plenty of time to read as it is 
one you will not want to put down!    

Come with suggestions for the next months book! 
Please send an email to: 
woac_groupscoordinator@yahoo.com for address 
details.  Hope you all can make it!  

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=QAOXORROEZMDQJNOXLUT&li=iq&src=email&trk=aei6
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=QAOXORROEZMDQJNOXLUT&li=iq&src=email&trk=aei6
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=QAOXORROEZMDQJNOXLUT&li=iq&src=email&trk=aei6
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=QAOXORROEZMDQJNOXLUT&li=iq&src=email&trk=aei6
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Schedule of Events  

¶ September 24 - Coffee Group 

(details pg. 2) 

¶ September 29ðBook Club  

(details pg. 2) 

¶ Womenôs Bible Studies 

(details pg. 5) 

¶ Cooking Class with Ateliers des 

Chefs (details pg. 4) 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 14 
Womenõs Bible 
Studies 
Cooking Class 

15 
Womenõs Bible 
Studies 

16 17 
 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 
Coffee Group 
10am-12pm 

25 26 

27 28 29 
Book Club 
10am-12pm 

30    

September 2009 

Calendar 

Bloom Where Youôre Planted - October 5th & 6th 

Bloom While You Work - October 3rd 

Registration forms are now available at: 

http://www.woac.net/bloom 

 

What:    Ecumenical Ladies Breakfast 

When:  Saturday October 24, 9-11am 

Where:  The American Church in Paris 

 

Speaker:  Father Aidan Troy from St. Joseph's will  speak on resolving our 

personal conflicts through faith and prayer. 

  

Father Troy was a mediator during Northern Ireland's conflicts in the late 

1990's.  He has written a book on the topic as well as having featured in a  

documentary. 

 

Come join us as we listen to how we can better apply our faith in resolving 

the conflicts in our lives.  

Save the Date 
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 Sept 5 10:00 Monthly Used Book Sale  
   Join us at the next Library used book sale from 10:00-19:00. Come support the Li- 
   brary and find something wonderful to read!  
 
 Sept 9 19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   Financier and former US Ambassador to France, Felix Rohatyn, discusses the steps 
   towards economic recovery.  
 
          Sept 16  19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   Author and memoirist Thad Carhart discusses his novel, Across the Endless River. 

 
 Sept 23 19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   Author and historian David Waller discusses Victorian literary salons and his  
   book, The Magnificent Mrs. Tennant.  
 
 Sept 30 19:30 Evenings with an Author  

     Nicola Keegan discusses her novel, Swimming .   

Conversation Group  

Practice your French in a relaxed friendly, supportive 
environment. The Conversation Group is facilitated by 
native French speakers and meets in membersõ homes. 
This group is temporarily in recess; look out for more 
announcements in the newsletter.   
 

Bistro Lunch Group  

Shauna Giesbrecht has taken over organizing the 
monthly Bistro Luncheons:  Contact Shauna by email to 
get details each month at: 
shauna_giesbrecht@hotmail.com 

 

Womenõs Bible Study  

Beginning September 14 and 15. Registration is re-
quiredñsee form on page 5 of the newsletter.  

 

 

 

Movie Mates: Informal Get Together Group 
To Meet for a Movie  

Come and watch English-speaking movies in 
òversion originaleó in an informal group set-
ting.  Movie times will be chosen during the 
daytime hours during the week.  If you are 
interested, please contact Judy Hall at:  

moviematesparis@aol.com 

Atelier des Chefs cooking classes 

September 14th 

Atelier des Chefs 13:15 to 13:45.  

Cooking Italian Style!   Please email Melissa 
Linard at the email below for details.  

If you are interested to be on the email list to 
be informed of when classes are taking place 
please contact Melissa Linard at: meb-
nme@hotmail.com  

 

WOAC Activities 

Announcements 
September 2009 Events at The American Library in Paris 



Fall 2009 Womenôs Bible Studies  

Study:  Pursuing Spiritual Transformation:  ñFully Devotedò (book 1) 

 

Study Overview: 

What does it mean to do everything ñin Jesusô nameò? Is that an ideal attainable only by a few ñsuper 

Christiansò, or is it a way of life we can all experience? 

ñFully Devotedò (the first book in the series) gets at the heart of what it means to be a fully devoted fol-

lower of Jesus Christ. This study provides an introduction to the foundational values and practices of Chris-

tian growth. Through personal study and small group interaction, youôll gain a fresh perspective on what it 

means to be a ñspiritualò person. Youôll explore the wonderful depths of grace, learn how to train to be-

come like Christ, gain appreciation for the relationships God uses, and more. In the process, youôll discover 

how doing everything in Jesusô name ï one day at a time ï can lead to a lifetime of transformation. 

 

Study Days and Times: 

Monday evening ï 7:30 pm (First Meeting ï Monday, September 14, 2009) 

Tuesday morning ï 10:00 am (First Meeting ï Tuesday, September 15, 2009) 

 

Study Leaders and Locations: 

Monday evening  Leader ï Amy Loewen (mobile - 06 24 24 53 84) 

   Location: Amyôs apartment (16th) 

Tuesday morning Leader ï Diedre Grizzle (mobile ï 06 08 50 15 43) 

   Location: To be announced! 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fall 2009 Womenôs Bible Study Registration: 

 

Name _________________________________________ Phone number___________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________________ 

Study you desire to attend :  Monday evening ___________ Tuesday morning_______________ 

 

The cost of the materials will be 10 euros  (check or 

euros accepted). You will receive your materials at 

the first meeting. Return registration form to the Sun-

day WOAC welcome table, church reception desk, or 

to Amy or Diedre. 
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Devotional from Pastor Laurie  

Famolare 

The shoes with the thick rubber soles with four ówavesô were all the rage for la rentrée when I was 

in elementary school. Of course, we didnôt use the term ñrentréeò ï it was ñback to schoolò. And 
the shopping expedition that resulted in my precious purchase took place in August at the ñback to 

school salesò. August! That meant 17 whole days before I was allowed to lace up my Famolares 

and wear them out of the house with my new pair of corduroy pants. 

 

The sticker was Momôs one concession. I could make use of the 

sticker right away. I debated for days about were to affix the 

round purple sticker with Famolareôs trademark Italian bicycle 

logo. At the end of the day, I decided on my Pee-Chee folder ï 

over the circular logo so I could still see the sports figures. 

 

Truth was, the new school years made me anxious ï and all of that nervous anxiety was directed 

into preparation rituals: the shopping for shoes, assembling supplies, choosing a lunchbox, care-

fully deciding on what I would wear my first day of class. Those Famolares sitting in the box 

throughout August bore the burden of carrying me through all the uncertainties of going back to 

school. Thatôs an awful lot to ask of a pair of shoes ï even ones with rubber soles thick enough to 

ground a girl in a lightning storm.  The real challenges in the year to come werenôt going to be 

solved with a solid pair of shoes and the right school supplies. 

 

I wonder what anxieties and uncertainties you are facing this September. I wonder about the prepa-

rations that you make to manage and control those anxieties. I wonder if it is working ï or whether 

you, like me as a child, are perhaps asking an awful lot of things ï or plans ï or relationships, even 

those people and plans and things that are seemingly so solid. 

 

Jesus once asked those around him ñAre you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion?ò And then 

he followed up with an invitation. It wasnôt an invitation to a different set of preparations or plans. 

It was an invitation to a relationship: ñCome to me. Get away with me and you'll recover your life. 

I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with meðwatch how I do it. Learn 

the unforced rhythms of grace. I won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with 

me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly.ò (Matthew 11:28, The Message) 
 

Jesus invites us back to school ï to watch and learn the unforced rhythms of grace. We are invited 

to come and meet with Jesus this month ï in worship, in prayer, in quiet moments reading the Bible 

ï and find our life restored during the demands of la rentrée. The real challenges of the year ahead 

can be shouldered by the Savior who issued this invitation ï a guide and friend who offers to bear 

the burden of carrying us through all the uncertainties in the months ahead. There is no better 

preparation for this life, or the life to come, then returning to the company of Christ and the lessons 

that he offers. 
 

Grace to you this season, 

Rev. Laurie Wheeler 

SEPTEMBER 2009 
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GET CONNECTED ð Bloom So-
cial Groups are a great way to 
connect with people who have 
similar interests and life situa-
tions.   

Contact Sarah Bettencourt, 
WOAC Groups Coordinator on  
woac_groupscoordinator@yahoo.
com. Stay up to date with the 
latest WOAC Events, Social 
Groups and Information by visit-
ing our website at www.woac.net   
 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN 
PARIS Many activities for the 
entire family including Bible 
Studies, Music, Multi -cultural 
Couples, Youth, Young Adults 
and more!   

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE 
is a great source of information for 
newcomers to France, whether 
youõre moving here or just visit-
ing. Held at The American Church 
in Paris on Sunday mornings after 
the 11:00 am service and the 1:30 
pm contemporary service.  

Stop by and youõll find informa-
tion regarding activities of the 
American Church, cultural events 
in Paris, shopping, the metro sys-
tem, and much more!   

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps 
you informed of what is happen-
ing within WOAC.   

Subscribe on line at: 
www.woac.net/newsletter  . 

For more information on all ACP 
activities visit our website:   
www.acparis.org   

or call us at 01 40 62 05 00. 
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New To Paris? 

American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities & Events  

Friday Mission Lunch Program  

Every Friday, the Mission Lunch Program provides a free, cooked lunch to those in need at The 
American Cathedral (23 avenue George V in the 8th district).  

ACP organizes the lunch on the second Friday of each month, but volunteers are needed every 
week for cooking, serving and cleaning up. Contact Kristie Worrel at: kristieworrel@hotmail.com  

Social Concerns/Mission Outreach  

Looking for a way to give back to the community and perform a worthwhile service for others in 
need? The Social Concerns/Mission Outreach Committee of the ACP supervises activities for 
Habitat for Humanity, Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Orphanage, Refugee Mission, other orphan-
age missions, and ACAT (Action des Chr®tiens pour lõabolition de la torture).   

For more information, please contact Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier : 
ursulaperrier@gmail.com  

Bloom Where Youõre Planted 

Volunteer needed who can take 
photos on both October 5 and 6 
and then load them on CDs. Please 
email woac_president@yahoo.com 
if you are interested. 
 
Volunteers also needed for various 
tasks Oct 3-5. Email  Penny at 
ptollef@comcast.net. Availability 
doesnõt have to be for all day; there 
will be various time slots.  

WOAC Newsletter Editor  

WOAC is searching for a volunteer 
willing to produce the monthly 
newsletter. Time required is ap-
proximately 5 -8 hours per month.  
Knowledge of Microsoft Publisher 
and/or Powerpoint is helpful.  
 
If you are interested, please email  
Christy at: 
woac_president@yahoo.com  

http://www.woac.net/
http://www.woac.net/newsletter
http://www.acparis.org/
http://us.f319.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=ursulaperrier@gmail.com

