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Message from the President

Dear Readers,

As we begin October, | hope that those of you who are new are feeling more
settled infi the kids are over the initial shock of starting school and you have
figured out the best boulangerie in your area or where to get a haircut. Now,
perhaps, you can concentrate on something just for yourself. Well, keep
reading as there are lots of opportunities for you to get involved.

It is hard to believe that Bloom is just around the corner. | would like to

thank the many hard -working volunteers who have spent so much time and

effort to help make this yearsdé Bl oom |
aware of the Bloom programs please go to page 3 of the newsletter for

further information. If you are new to Paris, this is a fantastic way to learn

about living in Paris and to meet others who are in or have been in the same
situati on. I t 8 s fyou cart evem wdlkantor thetday ofstheg n  u p
event to register. We hope to see you there!

Aside from B/oom there are many other exciting events this month. There

are 2 coffee mornings and a Fal/l Luncheo
breakfast and the opportunity to get involved in some charity work (see

page 3). Lastl vy, it is not too | ate to s
page 5).

Unt i | next mont h, keep smiling and dono
Pl antedo.

Christy de Looper

President
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WOAC Coffee Groups and Book Club

Recognizing the need for
social interaction and stay-
ing connected, the WOAC
Coffee Group meets each
month at the co-c h ai
homes.

The casual environment of
our coffee mornings fosters
fellowship, personal growth

and opportunities to make
friends and to culturally ad-

just to life in France.

All are welcome and are in-
vited to bring a small snack
to share; beverages are pro-
vided. Following an hour of
coffee and conversation, the
coffees typically include a
fun and informative pro-
gram. Past programs have
included readings by au-
thors, how-to-sessions in-
cluding getting organized,

jewellery and make -overs,
as well as charity auctions,
Some months the program
is round table discussions,
such as sharing our favorite
restaurants or our favorite
French travel destinations.

The Coffee Group is inter-
national and interdenomi-

national, and participation

is free. The WOAC Coffee
Group committee is run by
volunteers:

Donna Morris
Communications & Publicity

Deb Smidt & Kristina Soley-
manlou

Hostessing & Hospitality
Janet Charles
Speakers and Advisory

News and Upcoming Events

For more information or to
sign up for the mailing list,
contact Sarah Bettencourt
WOAC Groups Coordina-
tor at

woac _groupscoordinator@

yahoo.com

WOAC it Coffee Group

Thursday, October 1
10:00 anfi 12:00pm
RSVP on the link provided:

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewlnvite.jsp?

WOAC 4 Fall Luncheon
Friday, October 30

12:00pm

in-

viteld=NYDZXSZESNGSETNCNMYB&li=ig&src=em

provided:

ail&trk=aei6

Tuesday, October 20
10:00 anfi 12:00pm
RSVP on the link provided:

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewlnvite.jsp?invitel

For more details and to RSVP, go to the link

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewlnvite.jsp?inviteld

=YSHJY-

CDZOMAVQGLOJTVR&li=ig&src=email&trk=aei6

d=XQPNTUJGNXRGPOTCOKUO&Ili=ig&src=email&

trk=aei6
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Calendar
BESEEEE October 2009

1 October ® Coffee Group (details
pg. 2)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 October 36 8 Bloom Workshops

1 Coffee Grot 2 3 Bloom While
1 October 2@ Coffee Group 10ari2pm You Work
(details pg. 2)
9 October 249 Ecumenical Ladies 4 Bloom Whel 5 Bloom Whe 6 7 8 9 10
Breakfast Youdre Youdre
1 October 3@ Fall Luncheon 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

fWomends Bible St
(details pg. 5)

18 19 2030ffee Grot 21 22 23 24 Ecumeni-

10ard2pm cal Ladies
Breakfast 9am

25 26 27 28 29 30Fs 31

Luncheon
12pm

This Month!

October BloonWh er e Y o u & ©otobePitha&rbth e d BL()OM

October Bloom While You Work October 3rd
Registration formsre nowavailable at:

http://www.woac.net/bloom

What: Ecumenical Ladies Breakfast COME ONE! COME ALL!
When: Saturday October 24;81
Where: The American Church in Paris . . .
for seriously ill children
Speaker:Father Aidan Troy from St. Joseph's will When: Friday, 16 Octobérall day
speak on resolving our personal conflicts through faith
and prayer.
You will travel by train to Montereau (1 hour from

Father Troy was a mediator during Northern Ireland's Paris by TGV) and spend the day stenciling some

conflicts in the late 1990'dHe has written a book on the
topic as well as having served in a documentary.

- . ' ' I
Come join us as we listen to how we can better apply others and making new friends. All are welcome!
our faith in resolving the conflicts in our lives. Dondét forget to pack a
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Who: Elisabeth Wheeler at: ejawheeler@aol.com

pretty motifs on the walls to help brighten up the bed-
rooms of LOENVOL Chateau.
activity is a wonderful way to spend a Friday helping

What : Decorate the bedr ooms

Thi

l unch



WOAC Activities

Conversation Group Movie Mates: Informal Get Together
Practice your French in a relaxed friendly, suppor-  Group To Meet for a Movie
tive environment. The Conversation Group is fa- Come and watch English-speaking movies
cilitated by native French speakers and meets in i nversionoriginale6 i n an infor mal
member s6 homes. This gr ogrupsetting. Movie times will be chosen N T € -
cess; look out for more announcements in the during the daytime hours during the
newsletter. week. If you are interested, please contact
Judy Hall at:

Bistro Lunch Group
Shauna Giesbrecht has taken over organizing the
monthly Bistro Luncheons: Contact Shauna by

email to get details each month at: Atelier des Chefs cooking classes
shauna_giesbrecht@hotmail.com

moviematesparis@aol.com

If you are interested to be on the email list
to be informed of when classes are taking
Womends Bible Study place please contact Melissa Linard at:
mebnme@hotmail.com

Iltéds not too |l ate to reg
the newsletter for details.
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Announcements
October 2009 Events at The American Library in Paris

EVENINGS WITH AN AUTHOR ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
THANKS TO THE SUPPORT OF THE ANNENBERG FOUNDATION.

10, rue du Général Camou Métro: Ecole Militaire (line 8) 1 ;""._"‘-m;":

75007 Paris or Alma-Marceau (line 9) § ' EP}‘

) 2223991299 Bus: 42, 63, 69, 80, 82, 87, 92 R e
www.americanlibraryinparis.org g 1

~ » - [ E
Open 10h00 to 19h00 RER C: Pont de I'Alma = | '
Tuesday through Saturday Vélib’: 43, av. Rapp station n® 7024 } y
Oct7 19:30 Evenings with an Author

Funny Frogs: The highs, lows -- and hilarity -- of expat life in France. Three expats
and authors discuss their fish-out-of-water experiences living in la belle France.

Oct 14 19:30 Evenings with an Author
French author and journalist, Philippe Labro, discusses his love affair with
America.

Oct 21 19:30 Evenings with an Author
Journalist Christine Buckley discusses her book, written with Aaron Cohen,
Slave Hunter: One Man's Global Quest to Free Victims of Human Trafficking,
based on her award-winning cover story for LA Weekily.

Oct 28 19:30 Evenings with an Author
Three Paris food writers talk about the sweetest aspect of life in France-- dessert.
They reveal their favorite sugary treats and places to buy them.

women of the american church
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Fal | 2009 Womenodés Bi bl e

Study: Pursuing Spiritual Transformatioriit Ful | y Devotedo (book 1)

Study Overview

What does it mean to do everything fiin Jesusod6 nam
Christianso, or is it a way of I|ife we can all ex
AFully Devotedo (the first book in the series) ge
lower of Jesus Christ. This study provides an introduction to the foundational values and practices of Chris-

tian growth. Through personal study and small gro
means to be a Aspiritual 6 person. Youdll explore

come | i ke Christ, gain appreciation for the relat

how doing everyf onedagatatimechelsad to 8 lifetinge ofdransformation.

Study Days and Times
Monday evenings7:30 pm
Tuesday morningé 10:00 am

Study Leaders and Locatians
Monday evening Leaderi Amy Loewen ( mobile 06 24 24 53 84 )

Location: Amy"eme)gapartment (16
Tuesday morning Leaderi Diedre Grizzle (mobilé 06 08 50 15 43)

Location: Jennifer Flickener's (apartment 16th eme) contact Diedre

Fal | 2009 Womends Bi bl e St

Name Phone number
Address

E-mail

Study you desire to attend : Monday evening Tuesday morning

Participation feel0 euros (check or euros accepte

(Fee includes book and materials needed for the
study. You will receive your book at the first meet-
ing.) Return registration form at the Sunday WOA
welcome table, church reception desk, or to Amy
Diedre)



Devotional from Pastor Laurie

| 6m entering October having bRestdeembla-n ove
zoned on the fr of&atentrgavaslcrazy. Andaf anentory aerves, It h at
even wrote a devotional i n the | ast news|
and overburdened. | just had no idea...

Which is the pattern of a sentiment that | hear over and over again from expats in Paris:

Al 6d been told that I|iving in Paris wa
realized how different it would be...O
il 6d heard that Paris is | onely, but I
be. . . 0

ARl 6d been warned that the | anguage di f
ized how very different AFrankl in D.
metro. ..o

Hearing something acknowledging somethinigas true, well, that is one thing. Living
the truth of something is another. And this is what | find exhilarating about a cross
cultural move. Much as | enjoy myself, and dislike feeling so entirely out of my depth, |
prefer being brought to the end of myself and immersed in another world.

| t s an TJadorhing dofthe eral ioftobrselves and being immersed in another
world. As Christians, we call this other world the gospel and believe that our world has
been immersed in the grace of God in Christ. The challenge, having said that, is living
it.

ARl 6d been told that | iving the gospel

but 16d never realized how different i
Al 6d heard that God | oves me, but | ha
ti| | quit pretending and really opene
il 6d been warned to examine my own f a

realized how very important that was until | found myself on the receiving end
of another personds mistaken i mpressio

Authentic faith requires real livingy actual experiencé and the constant, humbling re-
alization that what | confess about following Jesus today is nothing compared to what

| 61 | have | earned in the days to come.

So here is a challenge, for those of us who think we are already fully acclimated to this
country called AChristianityo and for t h
l and: to pick up one of the gospel s, | et

susb6 teaching each day and then dedicate
shocker ... but one that will leave your heart, soul and body in much better stead than
the shock ofa rentréeThis | know that | know.

Peace and grace,
Laurie
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American Church in Paris Volunteer Opportunities & Events

WOAC Newsletter Editor

WOAC is searching for a volunteer
willing to produce the monthly
newsletter. Time required is ap-
proximately 5-8 hours per month.
Knowledge of Microsoft Publisher
and/or Powerpoint is helpful.

If you are interested, please email
Christy at:
woac_president@yahoo.com

Social Concerns/Mission Qutreach

Looking for a way to give back to the community and perform a worthwhile service for others in
need? The Social Concerns/Mission Outreach Committee of the ACP supervises activities for
Habitat for Humanity, Friday Mission Lunch, Rafiki Orphanage, Refugee Mission, other orphan-
age missions, and ACAT (Action des Chr ®tiens

For more information, please contact Social Concerns Chair, Ursula Perrier :
ursulaperrier@gmail.com

pour

Friday Mission Lunch Program

Every Friday, the Mission Lunch Program provides a free, cooked lunch to those in need at The
American Cathedral (23 avenue George V in the 8th district).

ACP organizes the lunch on the second Friday of each month, but volunteers are needed every
week for cooking, serving and cleaning up. Contact Kristie Worrel at: kristieworrel@hotmail.com

THE WOAC WELCOME TABLE
is a great source of information for
newcomers to France, whether

GET CONNECTED 06 Bloom So-
cial Groups are a great way to
connect with people who have

For more information on all ACP
activities  visit our  website:
Wwww.acparis.org

youdre moving hersaenilao intergsts and lifg isitida- t -
ing. Held at The American tions. or call us at 01 40 62 05 00.
Church in Paris on Sunday morn- Contact Sarah Bettencourt,

ings after the 11:00 amservice and WOAC Groups Coordinator on

the 1:30 pmcontemporary service

Stop by and
tion regarding activities of the
American Church, cultural events
in Paris, shopping, the metro sys-
tem, and much more!

THE WOAC NEWSLETTER keeps
you informed of what is happen-
ing within WOAC.

Subscribe on line at:
www.woac.net/newsletter

OCTOBER 2009

woac_groupscoordinator@yahoo.

y o u 0 lcdm. $taynud toidaté with rthe -

latest WOAC Events, Social
Groups and Information by visit-
ing our website at www.woac.net

THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN
PARIS Many activities for the
entire family including Bible
Studies, Music, Multi -cultural
Couples, Youth, Young Adults
and more!



http://www.woac.net/
http://www.woac.net/newsletter
http://www.acparis.org/
http://us.f319.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=ursulaperrier@gmail.com

The Women of the American Church (WOAC) is a commu-
nity outreach norofit program of the American Church in
Paris. It is an active, international and irtlnominational
group that helps people connect with each other through pro-
grams of social interaction, cresgltural awareness, spiritual
growth, study and service. WOAC offers programs and activi-
ties that are based on the interests and needs of the English
speaking expatriate community. Programs are run by volun-

WOAC teers and members of WOAC. Participation in any WOAC

event and completion of the WOAC Membership form is all it

connecting people in Paris akes to become a member. The activities of WOAC are open
to all.

Since its inception in 1857, the American Church in Paris has
been an integral part of the lives of Americans in Paris.
Throughout this time the women of the church have been

women of the american church

Women of the American Church

ATTETEEn i i Fas reaching out to residents of Paris, fulfiling needs wherever
65.quai dﬁOrsa)[heya/’efound_
Paris 7eme
Today, the WOAC programs seek to connect English
Phone: 01 40 62 05 00 speakers in Paris, providing a wide variety of opportunities
Fax: 01 40 620511 for enrichment. Programs focus on informing newcomers to
woac logo designed by Maya Ayed France, helping them adjust to their new life, providing op-

portunities to get connected and involved, and supporting
them in their efforts to make the most of their stay in Paris.

The Bloom Book - 7hePractical Guide to Living in France

Bloom Book Sponsors Advertising & Sponsorship Opportunities

The Bloom programs would not be possible withFhe world famous booklB/ o om Wher e Youédbr
out the very generous support of our sponsors. pjanted: How to Live in Frances updated & pub-
WOAC would like to thank and acknowledge thaished annually. Reach the Englisheaking Expat

following Sponsors: community in France by advertising in the Bloom
Book. The book is distributed to new arrivals at the
ORCHID LEVEL Bloom Programs, as well as by many organizations,

multinational corporations and relocation companies.
The Bloom Book is collected and sold all over the
world, making advertising in the Bloom Book such a

American Church in Paris
Angloinfo Paris
Paris Magazine

great value.
ROSE LEVEL Sponsorship of the Bloom Programs includes a Bloom
A good start in France Book ad in addition to other great benefits!

Paris Insider's Guide

Starbucks Coffee Erance Checkour website for full details:

www.woac.net/bloom/index.html

TULIP LEVEL Ad Rates
American Cathedral
Atlantic Corporate Relocation Paris Full page 110mm wide by 170mm long 700. 000
International SChOQI of Paris 1/2 page 110mm wide by 82mm long 375. 0040
Planet.gre.enblkes 1/4 page 55mm wide by 88mm long 200. 000
Young Life in France
1/8 page 52mm wide by 38mm long 100. 0f0a
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