
 

 

  Message from the President 

    Many of you are wondering if the 
Holiday Tea at the American 
Ambassadorõs residence is happening 
this year. We are still working on it so 
keep an eye on the website for up-to-
date information. 

  On page 6 there is an opportunity for 
you to join in a series of spiritual 
conversations for women on the move 
with Pastor Laurieñcheck it out! 

  All this and much more is happening 
so read the newsletter carefully to see 
what catches your eye and hope to see 
you soon. 

    

  Christy de Looper 

  President 

October 2008 October 2008 
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Marché de Noël is coming 
this month!  

Details pg. 4 

Dear Readers, 

  I wish the glorious fall days of October 
could remain all year around but alas, win-
ter is on itõs way. Donõt despair, however, 
because we have some wonderful activities 
planned to make the cold days ahead seem 
just a little less dark. 

  First off, I would like to give a big thanks 
to our wonderful volunteers who helped to 
make the October ô09 Bloom such a suc-
cess. We had so many positive reports from 
the participants that it made all the hard 
work worth while.  

  Since November is the Thanksgiving 
month, we have decided to throw a party in 
honor of all our wonderful volunteers who 
help out with all the WOAC activities 
throughout the year. We want to invite eve-
ryone to the party though, not just the vol-
unteers!! November 19 is the date, mark it 
on your calendars now. See page 2 for de-
tails on how to RSVP. 

Our Christmas Fair, the Marché de Noël 
is also happening this month and we are yet 
again looking for volunteers and donations 
of your old books. See page 8 for how you 
can get involved. Donõt forget to come and 
do your Christmas shopping!! 



Recognizing the need for 
social interaction and stay-
ing connected, the WOAC 
Coffee Group meets each 
month at the co-chairsõ 
homes.  

 

The casual environment of 
our coffee mornings fosters 
fellowship, personal growth 
and opportunities to make 
friends and to culturally ad-
just to life in France.  

 

All are welcome and are in-
vited to bring a small snack 
to share; beverages are pro-
vided. Following an hour of 
coffee and conversation, the 
coffees typically include a 
fun and informative pro-
gram. Past programs have 
included readings by au-
thors, how-to-sessions in-
cluding getting organized, 

jewellery and make-overs, 
as well as charity auctions, 
Some months the program 
is round table discussions, 
such as sharing our favorite 
restaurants or our favorite 
French travel destinations.  

 

The Coffee Group is inter-
national and interdenomi-
national, and participation 
is free. The WOAC Coffee 
Group committee is run by 
volunteers:  

 

Donna Morris  

Communications & Publicity  

Deb Smidt & Kristina Soley-
manlou  

Hostessing & Hospitality  

Janet Charles  

Speakers and Advisory 

 

 

 

For more information or to 
sign up for the mailing list, 
contact Sarah Bettencourt, 
WOAC Groups Coordina-
tor at 
woac_groupscoordinator@
yahoo.com 
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News and Upcoming Events 

WOAC Coffee Groups and Book Club 

WELCOMING  INFORMING  CONNECTING SUPPORT ING  

WOAC ñ Coffee Group 

Thursday, November 5  
10:00 amñ12:00pm 
RSVP on the link provided:  
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?
in-
viteId=DNILFQUPGFTBHFDHFWCZ&li=iq&src=email
&trk=aei6  

 
Thursday, November 19 
10:00 amñ12:00pm 
RSVP on the link provided:  

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inv
iteId=FPDBYDOIVJUPEIHFUSVY&li=iq&src=email&trk
=aei6 

Book Club 

Tuesday, November 17 
 

Book:  The Hidden Diary of Marie Antionette by 
Carrolly Erickson  

Where:  Dannie Gold's home 

Time: 9:30 am - 11:30 am 

 

To join our book club and recieve location de-
tails please email Sarah Bettencourt: 
woac_groupscoordinator@yahoo.com 
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Schedule of Events  

¶ Nov 5ð Coffee Group (details 

pg. 2) 

¶ Nov 17ð Book Club (details pg. 

2) 

¶ Nov 19ðCoffee Group (details 

pg. 2) 

¶ Nov 21ðMarché de Noël (details 

pg 5.) 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2 3 4 5 Coffee Group 

10:00-12:00pm 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 

15 16 17 Book Club 

9:30-11:30am 

18 19 Coffee 

Group 10:00-
12:00pm 
 

20 21Marché de 

Noël 11:00-
5:00pm 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30    30   

November 2009 

Calendar 

Last Friday, October 16, the AWG, WOAC, and ACWO combined our efforts for a day of vol-

unteering at the L'Envol Chateau.  

The L'Envol was started up by Paul Newman in 1988 and has 

reached across the U.S and just recently opened the camp here in 

2002.  The camp is called "Hole in the Wall" camp and gives those 

children who have a severe illness or chronic diseases a chance to 

experience the joy of childhood.   

Our group was asked to come and help prepare the castle for the 

next round of children that will be coming to the camp in the com-

ing weeks.  It was a day of painting!   

With 20 of us we painted 

the pharmacy, children's 

bedrooms, check-in hall, 

and the volunteer sleeping 

quarters.  It was a very suc-

cessful day.  We had a great 

time and hope to go back 

again soon! 

Thank you! 
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Don't forget to mark your calendars! 
 

 

Marché de Noël - November 21, 2009 

At the American Church in Paris, 11:00-5:00 

Free Entry 

Lunch available   

Baked Goods, Tombola, Used Books, Crafts 

Hand Made Items, Paintings, Cards, Jewelry 

Unique Gifts to fill your Christmas List 

 

Please watch the website at 

http://www.woac.net/marche/index.shtml  

to see all of the great vendors and items coming into the fair! 

Spread the word to your friends as well! 

http://www.woac.net/marche/index.shtml
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 Nov 4 19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   Journalist and historian Colin Smith discusses his book, England's Last War  
   Against France: Fighting Vichy 1940-1942. 
 
 Nov 7 10:00 Monthly Used Book Sale  
   Join us at the next Library used book sale from 10h00-19h00. Come support the  
   Library and find something wonderful to read!  
 
          Nov 18  19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   Design authority Stephen Bayley discusses his new book, Woman as Design, a  
   completely original look at how design has appropriated the female form.  
 
 Nov 25 19:30 Evenings with an Author  
   French journalist and author of De la Culture en Amérique, Frédéric Martel  
   discusses American culture from Roosevelt to Obama -- how the arts have been  
   created, financed and received by Americans. 

Conversation Group  

Practice your French in a relaxed friendly, suppor-
tive environment. The Conversation Group is fa-
cilitated by native French speakers and meets in 
membersõ homes. This group is temporarily in re-
cess; look out for more announcements in the 
newsletter.   
 

Bistro Lunch Group  

Shauna Giesbrecht has taken over organizing the 
monthly Bistro Luncheons:  Contact Shauna by 
email to get details each month at: 
shauna_giesbrecht@hotmail.com 

 

Womenõs Bible Study  

Contact Amy Loewen for details at: amy-
loewen@hotmail.com. 

 

Movie Mates: Informal  Get Together 
Group To Meet for a Movie  

Come and watch English-speaking movies 
in òversion originaleó in an informal 
group setting.  Movie times will be chosen 
during the daytime hours during the 
week.  If you are interested, please contact 
Judy Hall at:  

moviematesparis@aol.com 

 

Atelier des Chefs cooking classes 

If you are interested to be on the email list 
to be informed of when classes are taking 
place please contact Melissa Linard at: 
mebnme@hotmail.com  

 

 

WOAC Activities 

Announcements 
November 2009 Events at The American Library in Paris 



Join us on a journey with four women in the Christian faith tradition who experienced spiritual 

transformation in the midst of dislocation:  

Sarah, Ruth, Mary and Priscilla. 

Each of these women was uprooted, each faced the dangers of that disruption to their identity and 

sense of purpose in life, and each discovered renewed identity & purpose in a larger story. 

 

Join us for Coffee & Conversation with their stories & ours.  

 

First Coffee Morning: Tuesday, November 10th, 9:30 am 

The American Church in Paris 

The next three conversations will be  once a month in January, February and March. 

 

Sarah: the trailing spouse ð am I included in this call? 

Moving from marginal identity to confidence in a shared story. 

Sarah makes the journey from trailing spouse to the discovery that God did not call Abraham alone 

ð Sarah is essential to Godõs calling and choice of Abraham. This week engages Sarahõs journey into 

hope and laughter at Godõs unexpected faithfulness to her. 

 

Iõd love to participate ñ please contact me: 

Name 

Email 

Phone 

Stories from a Foreign Land: 

A series of spiritual conversations for Women on 

the Move 

NOVEMBER 2009  
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Devotional from Pastor Laurie  

Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving has always been my favorite holiday ς better, in my mind, than 4th of July or Christmas 

or Easter. And I know exactly why. 

It is not because of the food ς although that is pretty great. 

It is family, friends, and ς ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘ ς ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦŦΗ !ƴŘ ƛŦ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ς it is the four days 

off. As a kid, I loved those 4 days off. They felt like an eternity ς a massive sleep in & eat & relax & 

celebrate space after the long hard push of school starting again in the fall.  A four day weekend for 

the sake of gratitude is a wonderful idea. 

Sometimes that wonder is especially poignant. Last year my entire family ς parents and 4 siblings and 

11 grandkids ς gathered at Thanksgiving to celebrate my sister-in-ƭŀǿΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŀǘπ

ment for breast cancer. We had ς and have ς a great deal for which to give thanks. 

There is a verse in the Bible that suggests (strongly!) to give thanks at all times. Strangely enough, 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ LƳǇƻǊπ

tant but not compulsory. Obedience ς yes. Gathering for worship ς yes. Giving money to the poor ς 

yes. But do you remember being taught that giving thanks was every bit as essential as all of these 

other activities? If so your religious education was better than mine. And here is why that matters. 

It matters because it can be poignant to be away from home ς and family ς and friends ς and four day 

weekends at Thanksgiving. Even if you are not American ς or Thanksgiving weekend was a nightmare 

in your family ς you have, I am certain, times and seasons when something that is wonderful ς some-

thing worthy of gratitude ς sneaks up on you with the longing for home. And that longing for home is 

at the heart of the Christian faith. Not home in the sense of national or ethnic identity ς home in the 

sense that any of our good longings, which we often connect to earthly homes, are an echo of the 

deep and eternal longing that God has placed in our hearts to be at home in the presence of God ς 

eternally ς ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ άŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘέ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǎǘƛƴƎ ϧ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ϧ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ϧ 

relationships & wholeness in body and soul. 

¢ƘƛǎΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ς the Bible commands it. Be-

cause gratitude and thanksgiving connect us to the deepest places of heart and home ς gratitude 

breaks through the temporary to make space for 

the eternal ς gratitude rescues us from the trivial 

and temporary to restore us to the wonder of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ς and the longing for home. 

Grateful to be in this place and time alongside you, 

Laurie 
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